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NEWS

in the country. Today, the cooperation has broadened to 
become a multi-sector development programme.  

The cooperation under the former regime was almost 
dormant and to a large extent mainly confined to its 
humanitarian aspects. Since the change of government, the 
cooperation has improved remarkably. This has resulted  
in the financing of several development cooperation  
programs, notably in areas such as agriculture and  
rural development, inclusive growth and employment, 
environment and climate change and budget support. 
More is coming in relation to infrastructure and energy, 
amongst others.

Mr Meert’s appointment as Head of Cooperation, as of 
June, 2018, is another strong sign of the EU’s commitment  
to The Gambia. Mr Meert is an European of Belgian  
origin who has 15 years of experience with the EU. He was  
previously based at the EU Delegation to Senegal. He has 
a wealth of field experience ranging from Bangladesh to 
Algeria. All in all, it is his 5th posting in West Africa. 

“I am very enthusiastic about this new posting in 
The Gambia. I was political officer covering this 
country when based in Headquarters in 2011, 
and therefore, it’s somehow a come-back. But 
it’s not a come-back to the same country. In 
December, 2016, “#Gambia has decided” and 
Gambians have decided to take their fate in their 
own hands. It’s fantastic to be here at this mo-
ment to support this genuine democratic move” 

Stephane Meert.
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Development Cooperation between The Gambia and 
the European Union started in 1976 and its primary  
objective has always been to contribute to the effective 
implementation of The Gambia’s development strategy 
and to ultimately contribute to the eradication of poverty 

THE GAMBIA 
GETS A HEAD OF COOPERATION

Appointed Head of Cooperation, Mr. Stephane Meert           
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 GLOBAL COMPACT FOR SAFE, 
ORDERLY AND REGULAR MIGRATION

Through support from the European Union, on 
June 26th 2018 the International Organisation 
for Migration (IOM) supported the Government 
of The Gambia to facilitate the second national 
stakeholders forum to review the latest version 
of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and 
Regular Migration, (GCM) and contribute to the 
debate on key thematic migration areas. 

The GCM is expected to be the first, inter-governmentally  
negotiated agreement that will cover all dimensions of 
international migration in a holistic and comprehensive 
manner. Some of the key areas focused on during the forum  
were the protection of the safety, dignity, human rights 
and fundamental freedoms of all migrants, regardless  
of their migratory status, and at all times.
 
This topic is relevant for The Gambia as although it is the 
smallest country in West Africa, Gambians represent a 
high share of irregular migrants found along the irregular 

routes to Europe compared to its population size.
 
During his opening speech at the forum, Mr Darrell Sexstone,  
Programme Manager for Rural Development at the  
European Union Delegation to The Gambia highlighted;  
“Not even the most powerful country is capable of  
managing migration on its own. The European Union is a 
staunch supporter of the process for a Global Compact 
on Migration and it is committed to making the GCM a 
success.”

He added that; “The development of the GCM must be 
developed through an open, transparent and inclusive  
process of consultations and negotiations and the effective  
participation of all the relevant stakeholders”.

In The Gambia, IOM is currently supported by the  
European Union through the EU Trust Fund for Africa. 
The “EUTF-IOM Joint Initiative for Migrant Protection 
and Reintegration” which is implemented by IOM in 
close partnership with the Government of the Gambia, 
seeks to address irregular migration from The Gambia  
through promoting strengthened migration governance,  
improved migrants’ protection and sustainable reinte-
gration of returnees.

For further information: https://ec.europa.eu/
trustfundforafrica/region/sahel-lake-chad/gambia_en 
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The GRCS aimed to create well informed youth advocates, 
who, through the experiences gained at the Bantaba, are 
supported to become agents of behavioural change that 
motivate their friends and communities to invest in The 
Gambia instead of risking their lives on perilous irregular 
routes to other countries.

YEP ran an entrepreneurship class for 17 participants. The 
class was facilitated by the EMPRETEC National Master 
Trainers for a period of six days. Participants were exposed 
to various modules on running a business. At the end of the 
training all participants were certified and are now eligible to 
apply for the YEP mini-grant amounting to $1,000 in kind for 
business start-ups.
 
YEP also participated in the Bantaba conference and  

presented on the theme “Opportunities for young people in 
the Gambia under YEP”. Baboucarr Sallah, the Operations 
and Finance Officer and person in charge of sensitisation 
and advocacy, presented on the past and current opportu- 
nities under YEP available for participants and how to apply,  
including; the mini-grant, current recruitment of ‘Youth  
Representatives’ in partnership with The National Youth 
Council and upcoming opportunities such as the Skill for 
Youth Employment Fund. 

The International Organisation of Migration (IOM) provided  
a 5-days migration classes to 35 participants, in the frame-
work of the EU-IOM Joint Initiative for Migrant Protection 
and Reintegration. During the classes IOM staff tackled a 
wide range of migration related issues, from international 
and regional migration dynamics, to the issues of trafficking  
and smuggling, the regular migration opportunities available  
within ECOWAS and beyond, and employment opportunities  
available in The Gambia. The 35 youths were trained on the 
‘Communication for Development’ approach to awareness  
raising that aims to change behaviours towards a positive 
engagement of young people in the country to curb the 
tendency of taking the “backway” in line with the Bantaba 
motto “Changing minds, changing lives”. The 35 trained 
youths will subsequently implement awareness raising 
activities in their communities, which will be documented 
through a photo project that will result in a photo exhibition  
by the end of 2018.

THE 10TH YOUTH BANTABA
The European Union was very proud to fund the 
10 day 10th Youth Bantaba, held at Sifeo Senior 
Secondary School from July 26th to August 4th 
2018. The event was organized by the Gambia 
Red Cross Society (GRCS) for 350 youths and 
supported by two EU funded projects; the Youth 
Empowerment Project (YEP) and the EU-IOM Joint 
Initiative for Migrant Protection and Reintegration.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 

The National Authorising Officer Support Unit (NAOSU)

Tel: (+220) 439 9626

Email: info@gambia-ec.gm

Delegation of The European Union To The Gambia

74, Atlantic Road Fajara, P.O. Box 512, Banjul, The Gambia. 

Tel: +220 4495 146 / 4497 846. 

Website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/gambia

The Gambia-EU
Cooperation

Follow us on Facebook 
European Union in The Gambia
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The EU will work towards a substantially revised agreement 
with a common foundation at ACP level combined with 
three regional tailored partnerships for Africa, the Caribbean  
and the Pacific. The future agreement is expected to cover 
priority areas such as democracy and human rights, eco-
nomic growth and investment, climate change, poverty 
eradication, peace and security and migration and mobility.

On 22 June 2018, the Council adopted the negotiating mandate for 

the future agreement between the EU and the African, Caribbean 

and Pacific (ACP) countries. Formal negotiations will start by the 

end of August 2018, as provided by the current agreement, the 

Cotonou Agreement.

The ACP group adopted its own negotiating position on 30 
May 2018 at the ACP Council of Ministers.

The existing agreement between the EU and the ACP  
countries, known as the Cotonou Agreement, is set to expire  
in February 2020. In this view, the Commission has put forward  
a recommendation to open negotiations to update the 
framework for cooperation with the ACP countries, together  
with draft negotiating directives, in December 2017.

The Cotonou Agreement was adopted in 2000 to replace 
the 1975 Lomé Convention. It is the most comprehensive 
partnership agreement between developing countries and 
the EU, covering the EU’s relations with 79 countries, in-
cluding 48 countries from Sub-Saharan Africa.

A NEW AMBITIOUS PARTNERSHIP 
WITH 79 COUNTRIES IN 

AFRICA, CARIBBEAN AND THE PACIFIC

EUROPEAN COMMISSION READY TO START NEGOTIATIONS FOR
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