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NEWS

The EURO 4 million grant project will be implemented by 
FAO and is to be completed by February 2021.
 
Important Government stakeholders include the Office 
of the Vice President and the National Nutrition Agency  
(NaNA) as well as the Ministry of Health and Social  
Welfare and Ministry of Agriculture, National Agricultural  
Research Institute (NARI), the Standards and Food Safety  
Quality Bureaus as well as the private sector.

The project will contribute to improving the nutritional and 
health status of vulnerable populations suffering from 
micronutrient deficiencies throughout The Gambia, and 
particularly women, girls and children in North Bank and 
Central River Regions, who will increase consumption  
of micronutrient-fortified foods. This is expected to  
contribute to improvements in health and nutrition  
indicators, especially the reduction of stunting, wasting,  
and normal cognitive development in children and  
reduced anaemia among women, as well as reduction in 
complications during pregnancy and maternal mortality.
 

The project has three overall results as follows:

Result 1: To improve the Regulatory framework for food 
fortification.

Result 2: To strengthen the capacities of public and  
private institutions to support food fortification.

Result 3: That 65% of Gambia’s population enjoy  
increased awareness about and access to fortified flour 
and rice; and that 20,000 vulnerable women and girls of 
reproductive age, and children in 15 most food insecure 
districts of NBR and CRR also increase their knowledge 
and skills about the production of bio fortified crops, 
consumption of fish powder and increase their dietary 
diversity.’’
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The Vice President of The Republic of The Gambia, Her Excellency 
Aja Fatoumatta JALLOW-TAMBAJANG

The Vice President of The Republic of The Gambia,  
Her Excellency Aja Fatoumatta JALLOW-TAMBAJANG 
officially launched the EU funded “Improving  
Food Security and Nutrition in The Gambia through 
Food Fortification’’ project.

Darrell Sexstone, Program Manager, EU Delegation



One of the EU’s immediate priority in The Gambia 
is to contribute to stabilizing the political, security 
and financial situation of the country in order (I) to  
guarantee that democracy takes roots and (II) to 
show to the most vulnerable groups of the population  
and to the youth the democratic dividends of the 
transition.
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It is out of the above that the EU disbursed the sum of 
EUR25 Million for Budget Support to the Gambia under  
the first State Building Contract. The objective of 
the State Building Contract (SBC) is to contribute to  
sustainable and inclusive growth and the improvement 
of political and economic governance in The Gambia.
 
The first State Building Contract (SBC) aims more  
specifically at providing swift financial and technical 

support to the government to contribute to the success 
of the democratic transition period of The Gambia. This 
€25 million financial input will be complemented by a 
set of capacity development inputs. This component  
will target improvements in public expenditure  
management, with a particular focus on treasury and 
cash management in a tight fiscal environment. It will 
also focus on achievements in key PFM and financial 
governance reforms including increased mobilisation  
of national financial resources to ensure overall  
efficiency of public spending and public service  
delivery, better public accountability and consolidation 
of the overall national fiscal sustainability. 

A second SBC of € 40,000,000 will be prepared for 
the period 2018 – 2020 to consolidate the democratic  
transition process and support the medium term  
implementation of the national development strategy 
and governance reform process

MINISTERS AGREE ON €40 MILLION 
FOR ACP BLUE GROWTH INITIATIVE

The 5th ACP Meeting of Ministers in charge of Fisheries and Aquaculture was opened by 
the Prime Minister of The Bahamas Dr. The Hon. Hubert A. Minnis at the Melia Hotel Confer-
ence Centre in Nassau, The Bahamas. More than 150 delegates from at least 60 fish-exporting  
countries and regions gathered to strategise on how to enhance the role of fisheries and  
aquaculture in their national socio-economic development.

said ACP Secretary General H.E. Dr. Patrick Gomes, 
reaffirming the important role of the sector in ensuring 
food and nutrition security, livelihoods, and revenues for 
ACP states.

In the effort to stimulate development of the ‘blue  
economy’ – which engages a large range of marine-related  
activities, in environmentally sustainable ways – ministers  
agreed to allocate €40 million from the Intra-ACP envelope  
of the European Development Fund (EDF) to the ACP 
Blue Growth Initiative. Launched during the meeting, the 
Blue Growth Initiative is aligned to the United Nations 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and seeks 
to boost productivity and competitiveness of fisheries 
and aquaculture value chains.

In a final declaration adopted by the meeting, ministers 
also detailed accelerated measures to be taken in order  
to combat Illegal Unreported and Unregulated (IUU)  

“The ACP Group remains determined to play a catalytic 
role to enhance the sustainable flow of benefits from 
the fisheries and aquaculture sectors for development 
of our countries. To this end, it is necessary to enhance 
capacity building activities, deepen our policy analysis 
and continuously explore ways to secure funding from 
our partners for this purpose,” 

Fishing, promote effective fisheries management, support  
small scale fisheries, address the issue of fisheries  
subsidies at the World Trade Organisation, and strengthen  
aquaculture production.

Ministers pledged their commitment to the ACP Strategic  
Plan of Action for Fisheries and Aquaculture, which helps 
countries to coordinate and cooperate on joint actions. 
They highlighted the need for stronger partnerships, 
more funding opportunities, as well as South-South and 
Triangular Cooperation to catalyse progress.

Ministers also emphasised the urgent need to intensify  
efforts to mobilise financial resources, accelerate  
technology transfer and build human and institutional 
capacity in ACP countries to achieve these measures. 
The declaration called on development partners and the 
ACP Secretariat to give priority attention to this issue.

Finally, it was agreed that the 6th ACP Meeting of  
Ministers in charge of Fisheries of Aquaculture be held  
in Apia, Samoa in 2019.



FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 

The National Authorising Officer Support Unit (NAOSU)

Tel: (+220) 439 9626

Email: info@gambia-ec.gm

Delegation of The European Union To The Gambia

74, Atlantic Road Fajara, P.O. Box 512, Banjul, The Gambia. 

Tel: +220 4495 146 / 4497 846. 

Website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/gambia
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The European Commission has announced projects 

which will directly contribute to the objectives of the 

future External Investment Plan (EIP). As part of the 

Pan-African Programme, the Commission allocated 

this year close to €100 million for a series of initiatives 

that will spur private investments, provide technical  

assistance and enhance the African business environment.  

The projects will contribute to African job creation, 

which the European Commission recently identified 

as a priority area of its Partnership with Africa.

As part of these new initiatives, the European Commission  
will invest €70 million for infrastructure projects with a 
pan-African dimension to be funded through the Africa 
Investment Facility. Furthermore, it will provide technical  
assistance of €5 million to African governments by  
providing legal resources through creditor litigation  
services, advisory services in complex commercial and 
business transactions, and capacity building initiatives. 

Thirdly, the European Commission will support several 
initiatives that will help to strengthen the African business  
environment. On customs, the Commission will support a  
€5 million programme with the World Customs Organisation  
to harmonize the classification of goods, thereby facilitating  
trade with the EU and within Africa. On air transport, 

EU DELIVERS ON ITS INNOVATE 
EXTERNAL INVESTMENT PLAN 

the Commission will commit €2.7 million to support the  
European Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service 
(EGNOS) for satellite navigation, while it grants €5 million  
to a project by the European Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA) that aims to enhance air safety in Africa. Lastly, 
the Pan-African Programme will commit about €10 million  
to enhance ICT standards and regulations, in order to 
open up access to ICT services and promote internet 
governance in Africa.

The proposal for an External Investment Plan (EIP) has 
as its objective to boost investments in fragile countries  
by leveraging private sector investments. This will be 
done through grants, by creating partial guarantees 
for investors, providing technical assistance to partner  
countries, and contributing to improve their business 
environments. The EIP will ultimately contribute to 
achieving sustainable development in partner countries 
in a coherent and consistent manner.

The EIP European Commission adopted in May 2017 
a Communication that sets out the European priorities  
ahead of the Africa-EU Summit in Côte d’Ivoire in  
November of this year. The Summit will be a critical 
opportunity for European and African leaders to shape 
the future of the EU-Africa partnership around two main 
strands: I.) building more resilient states and societies,  
and II.) creating more and better jobs, especially for youth.

The Pan-African Programme was established in 2014, 
and constitutes one of the main EU financial instruments 
for the implementation of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy.

TO BOOST INVESTMENTS IN AFRICA WITH PROJECTS 
WORTH ALMOST €100 MILLION


