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I wish to present to you the 2014 Annual Cooperation Report which highlights  

activities of the Gambia-EU Cooperation undertaken during the year.

In this report you will get more information on the important and strong  

support of the EU as per the various projects and programmes and their impact 

on the various aspects of Gambia’s development endeavours. During the period, 

there were a lot of accomplishments in the implementation of the projects and  

programmes namely the completion of Soma,Trans-Gambia,and Basse/Vellingara  

projects, the Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA) Support Project which is 

mid-point through implementation, Governance Programme which  has started  

in full swing, Drainage, Sanitation & Waste Management, is progressing well and other important cooperation  

meetings that took place in  2014.

The EU Delegation to The Gambia closely  together with the Government of the Gambia has identified two  

critical sectors for the programming and implementation of the 11th EDF i.e. Agriculture for Economic Growth 

and Food Security/Nutrition as well the Governance of the Roads Transport Sector. These sectors are of  

significant importance to the realization of the Governments development priorities as given in the  

Programme for Accelerated Growth and Employment (PAGE), Vision 2016 and Vision 2020 respectively. 

I remain optimistic that the cooperation will resume political dialogue with a view to improving the long standing  

relationship and  values  that  The Gambia shares with the EU, especially those values that impact positively  

on the lives of the citizens of both  The Gambia and EU Member States as enshrined in ACP-Cotonou  

Partnership Agreement.  

I would like to convey my appreciation to the EU being one of the leading development partners and for its  

support to the people of The Gambia as evident in size and scope of past and ongoing projects and  

programmes. Our cooperation will be advanced to another level so as to meet the expectations and  

challenges that we face in our developmental strives. Also, other key stakeholder institutions and partners such as 

the various Ministries, Departments, Agencies and the Non State Actors are worth of praise for the roles they play in 

enhancing the future of the cooperation.

In my capacity as the NAO of the EDF, I wish to commend the EU Delegation to The Gambia and the NAO 

Support Unit for their immense support in the realization of the objectives of The Gambia- EU Cooperation.  

I am hopeful that more support will be given to the cooperation as we move towards the next phase of the EDF 

programme cycle; which is the much anticipated 11thEDF Programming and implementation for the benefit of the 

wonderful people of The Gambia.

Mr Abdoulie Jallow

Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Finance & Economic Affairs and 

National Authorising Officer of the EDF

It is a great pleasure for me to be able to present the 2014 edition of The Gambia – EU 

Annual Cooperation Report. This report gives a comprehensive overview of the fruitful 

and dynamic partnership between The Gambia and the European Union and shows the 

diversity and result oriented approach of our development cooperation. Looking back 

at 2014, I am pleased that we have achieved concrete, tangible results for the benefit 

of The Gambia and the Gambian people.

EU funded projects in 2014 included the EU MDG1c initiative (support to fight food  

insecurity through improved agricultural production and school feeding programme); 

the Governance Programme (focusing primarily on access to justice, the media and 

public finance management); Drainage, Sanitation and Waste Management for Flood Prevention and the Basse-Velingara  

Road Projects. The implementation of these programmes is enhanced thanks the Technical Cooperation Facility and 

the support to the NAO-SU. Programming for the 11th EDF, which focuses on agriculture for economic growth and food 

security/nutrition and transport governance also registered significant progress during the year.

The EU-funded Sofanyama Bridge in Pakaliba was inaugurated by H.E. the Minister of Transport and Works in the  

presence of EU Member States representatives based in The Gambia, H.E. Colin Crorkin, UK Ambassador and 

Mme Laura Mayoral, Chargée d’Affaires at the Embassy of Spain. This bridge on the road from Soma to Basse has  

significantly improved and facilitated access to the eastern part of the country.

We have taken initiatives to support the improvement of women’s rights and to strengthen the empowerment of  

Gambian women. This has been done through projects focusing on gender equality and women’s socio-economic  

rights along with the Women’s Empowerment for Change programme aiming at promoting women’s rights and  

fundamental freedoms in The Gambia. The “Global Climate Change Alliance” (GCCA) was launched. This project is 

part of the European Commission’s global support to developing countries that are most vulnerable to climate change.

The Gambia also benefits from programmes funded through regional and continental programmes as well as other  

sources of funding. In the area of coordination on drug trafficking, the EU-funded Joint Airport Interdiction Task Force (JAITF) 

was officially launched at the Banjul International Airport in the presence of H.E. Ousman Sonko, Minister of Interior.  

The JAITF provides essential tools to improve coordination in the cross border fight against drug trafficking. The EU 

Pan-African Programme was also introduced in 2014. It is funded under the EU’s Development Cooperation Instrument 

(DCI) with a budget of €845 million for the period 2014-2020. Its main objective is to contribute to increased mobility on 

the African continent, better trade relations across regions and addressing transnational and global challenges such as 

migration, climate change and security.

Finally, EU Member States are also active in the area of development cooperation through programmes which are  

described in this report. I am convinced that the cooperation between The Gambia and the European Union will continue  

to be successful in 2015 for the benefit of the Gambian people and the development of the country.

Mme Agnès Guillaud, 

Chargée d’Affaires a.i.

Delegation of the European Union to The Gambia
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FACTS &  FIGURES

• SURFACE AREA:  

• POPULATION:             

• GDP:  

• GDP PER CAPITA: 

11, 295 sq KM

1.9 million (2013)

D37, 678 million (2014) 

$ 543 (2014)

543 (2014)

THE GAMBIA

market and a problematic (albeit slowly improving)  

business environment.

Inflation
Inflation averaged at an estimated 6.1% in 2014. Risks 

are on the upside, particularly if the government should 

turn to the Central Bank for financing of the fiscal deficit;  

this would lead to an acceleration of money-supply 

growth, boosting inflation (and prompting a faster pace 

of exchange-rate depreciation). The agricultural sector’s 

vulnerability will also generate upward inflationary risks. 

Exchange rates
In late December 2014 the dalasi was trading at D44.7: 

US$1 on the interbank market, some 18% lower than the 

year-earlier period. Downward pressure on the currency  

arises from a number of factors, including concerns 

about fiscal slippage, excess liquidity in the economy 

and a general lack of confidence in the government’s 

economic policies. In 2014 the authorities refrained from  

further attempts to impose exchange controls and fix the  

Policy trends
The budget deficit is resulting in continued heavy government  

borrowing from domestic markets, impeding efforts to  

reduce the public debt burden. According to an International  

Monetary Fund (IMF) mission that visited the country in 

the first half of September 2014, the financial difficulties 

of the National Water and Electricity Company (NAWEC) 

have exacerbated spending pressures, leading to higher 

than expected government borrowing and a rising public 

sector debt burden - which is expected to exceed 90% 

of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at the end of 2014, 

around 10 percentage points higher than in December 

2013. Debt interest payments are forecasted to consume 

around 25% of revenue in 2014.

Fiscal policy
The fiscal deficit averaged at an estimated 7.4% of GDP in 

2014. Given a large current account deficit and a wide fiscal  

deficit, the dalasi is expected to continue to depreciate,  

from an estimated average of D41.8: US$1 in 2014 to 

D50.3: US$1 in 2016. Although the introduction of Value-  

Added Tax (VAT) in 2013 constituted a significant advance,  

further progress with tax reform (including broadening 

the tax base and reducing tax exemptions) is likely to be  

gradual. Reform of parastatals (including NAWEC) might 

take even longer to implement. The 2015 budget, passed in 

December 2014, assumes an 11% year-on-year increase  

in total spending. Capital spending is set to decrease 

exchange rate (as was tried in late 2013). The lesson 

from that episode is that a move away from a market  

determined exchange rate for a small open economy 

such as The Gambia can end up damaging investor  

confidence, triggering even greater instability.

External sector
The Gambia was ranked 132nd out of 189 countries in the 

World Bank’s Doing Business 2014 report.

Re-exports, which account for almost 80% of goods  

exports, have suffered in 2014 of periodic closures of the 

border with Senegal (which is the main conduit for the re- 

export trade). The Gambia and Senegal are economically  

inter-dependent: Senegal needs access to Gambian 

territory to limit the costs of trade between its north and 

south, and re-exports to Senegal are an important source 

of income for The Gambia. In December 2014 the US  

announced that it was removing The Gambia from  

participation in the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act 

(AGOA), with effect from the start of January 2015.

by 27% (which, according to the government, reflects 

the completion of some major infrastructural and social  

projects). At the same time, debt interest payments 

are projected to expand by nearly 50%, on the back of  

recent sharp increases in domestic debt. As a result, total 

debt interest payments are forecast to consume around 

31% of government revenue in 2015, compared with 

25% in 2014. The government aims to limit the growth in  

personnel expenditure to 2% in 2015, but this follows a 47% 

year-on-year expansion in the first nine months of 2014. 

Monetary policy
The Central Bank of The Gambia (CBG) targets reserve 

money as its main policy instrument, but also uses interest  

rates to signal changes in policy. The CBG increased its 

rediscount rate (its main policy rate) by 800 basis points to 

20% during 2013 and also raised the reserve requirement  

on deposits in response to significant downward pressure  

on the currency. The CBG raised its policy rate by a  

further two percentage points, to 22%, at its August 2014 

meeting, citing its concerns over an acceleration in core 

inflation. Official monetary policy has only a limited effect  

in curbing headline inflation given the highly informal na-

ture of the economy, and the fact that food prices are 

mostly determined by the weather and global prices.

Economic growth
Crop production was held back by a delayed start to the 

2014 rainy season as the sector is vulnerable to weather 

extremes. There remains substantial untapped potential 

in the sector, as less than half of arable land is cultivated,  

and yields for most crops are well below the global  

average. Tourism, which accounts for around 20% of GDP,  

has suffered from the Ebola epidemic. Although the  

country has remained Ebola-free, negative publicity about 

the regional impact of the epidemic is deterring tourists.  

Manufacturing, which accounts for less than 5% of GDP, 

is small and uncompetitive, reflecting a limited domestic  

Economy

THE GAMBIA
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countries to smooth repatriation of irregular migrants, 

and to promote legal migration of persons with skills 

needed in Europe. The relationship with Africa specifically  

in the fields of investment and trade is also of continued 

high importance to the new Commission.

The High Representative for Foreign Affairs
Before becoming the High 

Representative for Foreign  

Affairs and Security Policy  

and Vice-President of 

the Commission, Mme  

Federica Mogherini served 

as Minister of Foreign  

Affairs and International  

Cooperation of Italy. She 

was a member of the Italian parliament between 2008 and 

2014. During her confirmation hearing before the Foreign  

Affairs Committee of the European Parliament Mme 

Mogherini set out three principles in order to make the 

Common EU Foreign and Security Policy more effective. 

These priorities are (I) Ownership among member states 

to build a common vision and common priorities for the 

European Union; (II) To work together with the European 

Commission and the European Parliament to ensure the 

greatest possible effectiveness of the EU’s external role 

and (III) The need to coordinate all external actions of the 

EU particularly on topics such as terrorism, migration  

flows, security and defence and to convene regular 

meetings of all Commissioners holding portfolios with 

an external dimension in order to achieve this goal.

The New European Commission 
The new European 

Commission took office  

on the 1st November 

2014. Former Prime 

Minister of Luxembourg  

Mr Jean-Claude Juncker  

is the new President of 

the Commission and 

Mme Federica Mogherini  

is the new High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 

Security Policy and Vice-President of the Commission.

The new Commissioners dealing with external relations 

are the following: Mr Christos Stylianides (Humanitarian 

Aid and Crisis Management), Mme Cecilia Malmström 

(Trade) and Mr Neven Mimica (International Cooperation 

and Development). Among the top priorities of the new 

European Commission are the creation of jobs, growth 

and investments, the creation of a digital single market, 

sustainable energy and climate, and a new European  

policy on legal migration. The new Commission is  

determined to get Europe growing again, to increase the 

number of jobs without creating new debt and to foster  

a knowledge-based society through a digital single  

market. Moreover, Europe currently relies heavily on 

fuel and gas imports and EU Member States need to 

reduce this dependency while keeping the energy mar-

ket open to countries outside the EU. The Commission 

also has as its objective to enforce EU laws penalising 

human traffickers, cooperate more closely with non EU  

THE EUROPEAN UNION

President of the Commission,  
Mr Jean-Claude Juncker

Mme Federica Mogherini, High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs

Mr Christos Stylianides, Humanitarian 
Aid and Crisis Management

Mme Cecilia Malmström, 
(Trade)

Mr Neven Mimica, International 
Cooperation and Development

THE GAMBIA TRADE RELATIONS 
WITH THE EUROPEAN UNION

Gambia’s External Trade with  the EU 
The EU is a significant trading and economic partner to 

The Gambia. Important importable items of the country  

are food items (such as rice), fuel, machines and  
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EVOLUTION OF EXPORTS VOLUMES TO MAIN PARTNERS

MAIN EXPORTS DESTINATIONS

manufacturing. For imports The Gambia depends mainly 

upon the countries such as China, France, Netherlands, 

and Senegal. Major exportable items of The Gambia are 

fish, nuts, and cotton. Its main exports partners are China,  
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The Gambia-EU political relations are characterized by 

a continual political dialogue that is set out on the basis 

of the Cotonou Agreement. The Cotonou Agreement  

is a treaty between the European Union and the African, 

Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP countries). 

It was signed in June 2000 in Cotonou, Benin by 78 ACP 

countries and the then fifteen Member States of the 

European Union. It entered into force in 2003 and was 

subsequently revised in 2005 and 2010. The Gambia  

is a signatory to this agreement and the latest revision 

was ratified by the National Assembly in September 2012. 

The Gambia-EU dialogue covers all aspects of mutual  

interest. It prepares the way for new initiatives for pursuing  

common goals and establishing common ground in  

areas such as regional integration, poverty reduction 

and social cohesion, sustainable development, regional 

security and stability, conflict prevention and resolution, 

human rights, democracy, good governance, the rule 

of law, migration, along with the fight against corrup-

tion, drugs, and all other kinds of illegal trafficking. The 

two Parties likewise reaffirm their decision to strength-

en cooperation on trade, investments, and economic  

relations. A strengthened political  

dialogue shall enable a broad exchange 

of information.

The 9th Gambia-EU political dialogue was 

held on 8th April 2014. It was attended by 

Cabinet Members of the Government of  

the Gambia, EU representatives from 

Brussels, the EU Delegations in Dakar 

and Banjul as well as EU Member States’ 

Ambassadors based in Banjul and Dakar.  

The Parties discussed the political and 

economic situation both in The Gambia  

and Europe and the 11th EDF programme  

among other things. 

Shortly after the political dialogue was held, EU Ambassadors  

and officials held a closed-door meeting on the same 

day with the President H.E Sheikh Prof. Alhagi Dr.  

Yahya A.J.J. Jammeh. H.E. Mme Dominique Dellicour,  

Ambassador of the EU to The Republic of The Gambia,  

informed the media that the mission was in Banjul to brief 

the President on the outcome of their discussion in the 

political dialogue as well as the declaration that came 

out of the recently held EU-Africa Summit in Brussels.  

The meeting discussed issues of the Gambia-EU  

cooperation, governance and human rights issues that 

are of common concern to both parties. Other issues  

discussed with the President concerned migration, 

Schengen visas, and the Gambia-EU development  

cooperation. The Gambian leader on his part showed  

interest in hearing the results of the political dialogue  

meeting  but also raised his concerns on the right  

treatment of illegal immigrants, respect for their  

human rights and the prevention of migration. The  

meeting at State House was attended by the Minister  

for Presidential Affairs, Secretary General & Head of  

Civil Service and other Senior Government officials of  

The Gambia. 

THE GAMBIA-EU
POLITICAL RELATIONS

H.E Sheikh Prof. Alhagi Dr. Yahya A.J.J. Jammeh meeting with EU 
Member States Representatives at the State House in Banjul.

THE GAMBIA TRADE RELATIONS 
WITH THE EUROPEAN UNION

India, United Kingdom, France and Spain. Provisional 

data shows that the value of external trade of The Gambia  

for the year 2013 amounted to approximately €95M of  

total exports and €861M of total imports. The trade  

balance with the rest of the world was €-766M in 2013.  

In 2014 the positive effect of lower global oil and food 

prices on the import bill is offset by the increased demand 

for food imports due to the poor crop production.
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The PAGE reckons that “the agriculture sector has the 

potential to become a pathway by which The Gambia 

can reach its long-term development goals, especially as 

regards to reducing poverty and achieving food security”.

AMOUNT: €7.6 million

DATE: 2012 - 2016

The MDG Initiative project in The Gambia aims to  

contribute to the reduction of hunger in food insecure and 

vulnerable areas in order to contribute to achieving MDG 

1c (Halving, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of 

people who suffer from hunger). 

The project, which started implementation in 2013 with 

a planned completion date in 2016, is made up of two 

components;

The objective of the first component, implemented by 

FAO, is to increase household food security and income of 

participating farmers through enhanced crop productivity  

and reduction of post-harvest losses. The main activities  

include rehabilitation of irrigation systems, capacity  

building of producers in water management, support of 

seed multiplication, establishment of vegetable gardens 

and construction of stores for agricultural produce. In 

2014, amongst others, the FAO production component 

delivered seeds and fertilizers to 3,725 farmers and  

members of community gardens to boost production 

during the 2014 season.  

Under the second component, implemented by the 

World Food Programme (WFP) through a school feeding  

programme in clos e collaboration with  The Ministry of 

Basic and Secondary Education (MOBSE), daily school 

meals are being provided to targeted pre and primary  

school children. This includes the provision of food 

such as rice, fortified cooking oil, yellow peas and 

salt. The WFP school feeding component is generally 

working well, reaching 50,170 pupils in 186 schools in 

2014. The project also supports 118 school vegetable 

gardens with the possibility to develop further school  

gardens going forward.

During 2014 the project also reached an important  

milestone, with the local procurement of rice for the 

School Feeding Programme. Up to very recently, all rice 

used in School Feeding was imported. In all around 75 

tons of rice was procured locally in 2014. 

2014 marked the project’s mid-point and a Mid Term 

Evaluation was undertaken towards the end of the year.

AGRICULTURE AND 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Improving food security through
crop production intensification and
school feeding programme

Womensʾ Vegetable Garden in Darsalami, Upper River Region

Rice field in Sukuta,Central River Region

Former top officials of the EU & African Head of States holding talks

4th EU- Africa Summit 
The 4th  EU-Africa Summit took place in Brussels on 

2-3 April 2014. The summit brought together more 

than 60 EU and African leaders, and a total of 90  

delegations, to discuss the future of EU-Africa relations 

and reinforce links between the two continents with a 

particular focus on the theme of the summit “Investing  

in People, Prosperity and Peace”. Topics included  

education and training, women and youth, legal and 

illegal migrant flows between continents, ways to  

stimulate growth and create jobs, investing in peace 

and ways to enhance EU support for African capacities 

to manage security on the continent.

The leaders also discussed how to create additional  

incentives for investment and how to find ways of  

stimulating growth that conduces to create jobs, in 

particular for young people, unlocking their productive  

and entrepreneurial potential. The promotion of  

agricultural development was also part of the  

discussions.  2015 was declared by leaders as the year 

of agricultural development in Africa.

The leaders of both continents reaffirmed their strong 

commitment to the objectives set out in the 2007 Joint 

Africa-EU Strategy in Lisbon. The leaders agreed that 

the implementation of the Joint Strategy should be  

further improved and that cooperation should be  

guided by a results-oriented approach.

For each of these objectives, the roadmap details  

actions at interregional, continental or global levels 

which are expected to have a real impact on the people 

of both continents.

THE GAMBIA-EU
POLITICAL RELATIONS
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Honourable Minister of Transport, Works and Infrastructure,

Mr Ousman Badjie commissioning the Bridge

the Sofanyama Bridge but also for rehabilitating  

national and regional roads of The Gambia.The 

Chargée d’Affaires of the EU Delegation in Banjul, Mme  

Agnès Guillaud, gave a detailed overview of the EU’s  

contributions to the road and transport sector in The Gambia. 

The ceremony was also graced by the Minister of 

Basic and Secondary Education, Ms Fatou Lamin 

Faye, Minister of Lands and Regional Governments,  

Momodou Aki Bayo, Ambassador of the United Kingdom,  

H.E. Colin Crorkin, and the Spanish Chargée d’Affaires,  

Mme Laura Mayoral, among others.

Support to The Gambia’s 
National Transport Plan 

A total amount of 76.5 million euros was allocated to this 

project from the 9th and 10th EDF. Under this financing 

agreement 276 km of trunk roads have been financed. 

The roads concerned are Barra-Amdallai (19.9 km);  

Madina Ba-Seleti (12.7 km); the Trans-Gambia Highway 

(25 km), Soma-Basse (193 km), the Sofanyama Bridge 

and the Basse-Velingara Road, including the Basse  

By-pass and the Basse Town Road. This is nearly 50% 

of the paved road network in The Gambia.

The Sofanyama Bridge, which is part of the Soma-Basse 

Highway, was inaugurated on 30th October 2014. This 

bridge is located in Pakaliba in the Lower River Region.  

It was inaugurated by the Minister of Transport, Works 

and Infrastructure, Mr Ousman Badjie on behalf of 

the President of the Republic of The Gambia, Sheikh  

Professor Alhaji Dr. Yahya A.J.J. Jammeh. The Sofanyama  

Bridge is a crucial part of the Soma-Basse road providing  

access to the Eastern part of The Gambia. 

In his inaugural statement, Minister Badjie expressed  

gratitude to the European Union for not only funding  

INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
INTERCONNECTIVITY

Sofanyama Bridge in Pakaliba

AGIR-SAHEL ALLIANCE
The European Commission has been instrumental  

in the establishment of AGIR (the Global Alliance 

for Resilience Initiative). Its aim is to help countries 

of the Sahel and West Africa region build resilience  

approaches to cope with recurrent structural and 

chronic food and nutrition crises. Launched in  

December 2012, the initiative brings West African 

governments, regional organisations, donors, and 

the development and humanitarian aid communities  

together to formulate multi sectorial resilience  

approaches. Each country, with its own national  

features, has been asked to develop its own specific  

framework: the  Country Resilience Priorities (CRP-AGIR). 

The CRP is based on a Regional Roadmap that 

was adopted in April 2013. The Regional roadmap  

elaborates principles, priority actions and indicators.  

In this context, The Gambia has identified a focal point 

in The Ministry of Agriculture in charge of elaborating 

the Country Resilience Priorities (CRP) with the mandate  

and necessary means to mobilize the relevant sectors  

and stakeholders around resilience priorities.

AGIR focuses on 4 strategic pillars: 

1) Restore, strengthen and secure livelihoods and improve 

social protection for the most vulnerable communities  

and households;

2) Strengthen nutrition of vulnerable households; 

3) Sustainably strengthen agricultural and food  

productivity and incomes of vulnerable households and 

improve their access to food; 

4) Strengthen governance for food and nutritional security. 

AGIR continues to be very relevant to The Gambia.

DG MARE evaluation mission on the 
implementation of the IUU 
(Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated) 
fishing Regulation in the Gambia
In December 2014, DG MARE carried out an evaluation  

mission on the implementation of the IUU (Illegal,  

Unreported and Unregulated) fishing Regulation in  

The Gambia.

The fight against IUU fishing is of paramount importance  

for the EU. Despite international and regional efforts to 

combat illegal fishing, it continues to flourish everywhere 

in the world, representing about one fifth of all catches in 

the past decade.

The EU IUU Regulation No 1005/2008 entered into force 

on 1st January 2010 and has been under implementation  

for around 5 years.

The IUU Regulation aims at preventing the marketing of 

IUU products in the EU and thereby cutting off profit for 

illegal operators. This is done by improving cooperation  

between flag, coastal, processing and marketing states 

by ensuring traceability of all imported (and potentially  

exported) fish to the EU.

The EU offers technical assistance and development 

aid to third countries to address their IUU problems. The 

Commission has cooperated closely with third countries,  

even before the entry into force of the IUU Regulation.  

More than 55 developing countries have received  

technical assistance from the EU through two  

programmes: ACP Fish II (30 million EUR) and Environmental  

programmes (ENRTP) amounting to 2 million EUR. 

The EU is presently focusing its enforcement action on 

geographic areas where IUU fishing activities are most 

widespread and have the most disastrous impacts. These 

areas are West Africa and the Pacific Regions.

AGRICULTURE AND 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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National Disaster Risk Assessment 
and strengthening of the 
National Disaster Management Agency 
(NDMA)
A $660,000 ACP/EU grant (approximately €600,000) 

was approved to the Republic of the Gambia in 2012 

to reduce vulnerability to disasters of the Gambian  

population through strengthened institutional capacity  

to manage risk and improved access to information to 

mainstream disaster risk reduction into infrastructure  

development.

This grant has been operated by The GFDRR/World 

Bank, as a bank executed project implemented by the 

National Disaster Risk Agency (NDMA) through the  

following two components: 

 

Component 1: National Risk Assessment and Mapping.  

This component includes the following activities:  

(1) compiling an inventory of existing studies, data, and 

national capabilities, as well as national DRR practices; 

(2) using geospatial tools, construct a historical data-

base of six major hazards namely, droughts, floods, 

windstorms, oil spill, coastal erosion and wildfires 

over the past ten years; (3) outlining all hazard-prone  

areas of the country and exposure of elements at risk 

(4) developing an internet map service that will enable 

NDMA disaster response and planning team to input  

critical information; (5) carrying out exposure and  

vulnerability assessment; (6) building geospatial  

surface models for relevant elements at risk where  

feasible; (7) analyzing socio-economic impacts of the 

risks identified; and (8) presenting results in easy-to- 

understand formats (e.g. tables and maps)

Women tilling the land under drought condition

INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
INTERCONNECTIVITY

Drainage, Sanitation and Waste 
Management Interventions for 
Flood Prevention in The Gambia

AMOUNT: €1.9 million
DATE: 2014

The project came about as a result of the heavy 

rains which occurred in September and October 

2010, causing damage to infrastructure and the loss 

of many lives in The Gambia. 2% of The Gambian  

population was affected which equates to about 

35,000 persons. The Government of The Gambia  

requested funds from the European Union under the 

B-Envelope, to the tune of €1.9 million.

The project aims at improving the living conditions and 

health of the most vulnerable population by mitigating 

the impact of future heavy rains through three different  

components. The objective of the first component will be 

to improve the living conditions and health for households 

in the urban areas vulnerable to flooding, by improving 

the drainage system, enhancing the sanitation capacities  

and providing a basic waste management services.  

A topographical study and hydraulic design has been 

conducted to provide the required data for the civil works 

to be executed for the rehabilitation and construction of 

the drainage systems in the hotspots marked for this  

exercise.

Basic waste management systems have been set up 

in the hotspots to prevent the blockages of drains to 

avoid flooding of the area. The councils have been 

trained to follow-up of the waste management and a 

supply tender was launched for the procurement of the 

tools and equipment for the collection and transport  

of the waste. The sanitation facilities in the four 

hotspots in Barra, Bundung, Some and Basse 

have been studied and recommendations made to  

mitigate the flooding risk of these sanitation facilities.

During this year component 2 has been implemented 

and sensitised the local communities the management  

of their waste in those urban areas vulnerable to  

flooding. Activities implemented included training and 

sensitization of the local communities on sanitation,  

waste management and hygiene issues. However, the 

training of labour intensive techniques keeping the 

drains clean and managing the refuse collection is  

foreseen to take place in 2015. The third component,  

financed under this programme, to improve 

the capacity of the Government in Disaster  

Management has been implemented by the World  

Food Programme and has resulted in contingency 

plans for the seven hotspots.

EU officals discussing with Lord Mayor of KMC at a Disaster Hotspot 

A waste dump site within KMC Area

INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
INTERCONNECTIVITY
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ENVIRONMENT AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE

Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA) 
Support Project to The Gambia for 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management 
and Mainstreaming of Climate Change

AMOUNT: €3.86 million 

DATE: 2012 - 2016

The overall objective of the GCCA project in The Gambia  

is to ‘’contribute to the capability of the government and 

people of The Gambia to adapt to increased climate 

variability and change’’. The project aims to achieve 

this through coastal zone management and the main- 

streaming of climate change into development planning. 

More specifically, the project is designed to help  

establish a participatory Integrated Coastal Zone  

Management (ICZM) working group to provide guidance 

on future climate resilient management of the coastal 

zone, which is considered at high risk. On mainstreaming  

of climate change into development planning, the  

intention is to run an independent study to identify a  

suitable institutional set up. The study would serve as 

the basis, inter alia, for further discussions on how to  

galvanise a common understanding of the inter-institutional  

mechanisms necessary to trigger establishment of a 

workable National Climate Change Policy. 

The project’s implementing agencies are the National  

Environment Agency (NEA) for the coastal zone  

management component and the Department of Water 

Resources (DWR) for the component mainstreaming 

climate change into development planning. The project  

started in 2013. In 2014 the project advanced well in 

activities related to Component 1 Integrated Coastal 

Zone Management. An advanced training on coastal  

vulnerability assessment and on coastal monitoring 

and information management were conducted and the  

process of developing an Integrated Coastal Zone  

Strategic and Management Plans started in earnest and 

will be completed early 2015. Also, a Protocols Manual  

for Biophysical Monitoring Survey was developed as well 

as a Feasibility Scoping Report on coastal protection  

measures completed in 2014. Similarly, a Coastal  

Vulnerability Assessment and a Coastal Adaptation 

Study were completed in 2014. There are functional 

Technical Working Groups for both components of the 

project. To improve the project visibility, assorted visibility  

materials such as leaflets, posters, banners and stickers  

were designed and produced. The next stage will be 

the design of possible future interventions (engineering,  

socio economic and environmental planning).

The first round of Grants selections (370,000 Euros)  

under the project was also completed in 2014. The 

grant projects selected will focus on three thematic 

areas i.e. awareness building on climate change and  

coastal adaptation measures, sustainable livelihoods  

and resources in coastal communities, and enhancing 

sustainable waste management practices for improved 

social and environmental health of coastal communities 

and resources. Work towards completing activities related  

to component 2 climate change policy is advancing. 

As the project reaches its mid-point, an evaluation is 

planned for early 2015.

Climate change affecting the beaches of The Gambia

Component 2: Capacity Development of NDMA and its 

partners. This component includes activities such as:

(1) development of a well-coordinated information  

system; (2) Study tours to relevant instructions;  

(3) GIS training conducted for NDMA staff (4) support  

provided in the implementation of NDMA institutional  

framework and simulation exercises based on 

five hazards captured (5) Cataloging and utilizing  

indigenous early warning systems.

The program is currently being implemented with 

a number of results already made such as the  

achievement of a study tour for nine high level  

government officials to learn experiences from the 

Philippines, Bangladesh, and Indonesia and the  

development of an information system based 

on various data about countries’ vulnerabilities,  

hazards and risks. The information system is being  

completed with mappings of six major hazards namely, 

droughts, floods, windstorms, oil spill, coastal erosion 

and wildfires over the past ten years as well as with 

an exposure and vulnerability assessment. Moreover, the 

project has also organised trainings on GIS for several 

partners, put together an inventory of existing studies 

and data, made an assessment of national capabilities  

on DRR and geospatial data management and last 

but not least strengthened the data management and  

transmission between NDMA and its regional coordinators. 

NDMA and the World Bank teams are working together 

based on the findings of the last  support implementation  

mission held from February 3 to 6, 2015 to have the key 

activities of this project completed before the closing 

date expected for June 30, 2015.

Flooded street in Kotu a suburb of Serrekunda in The Gambia

INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
INTERCONNECTIVITY
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Public Financial Management
€4.53 MILLION

Activities for the introduction of a VAT and a Medium Term 

Budget Framework (MTEF) have been progressing well. 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) provides support 

to the Government of The Gambia in support of these 

two important reforms. Short term technical assistance 

was provided in 2014 to the Gambia Public Procurement 

Authority (GPPA) in support of the procurement reform. A 

service tender procedure has been completed during this 

period to start supporting the public procurement system 

reform in the long term. A Public Expenditure & Financial 

Accountability (PEFA) assessment took place in 2014 to 

identify strengths and weaknesses in the Government’s 

Public Financial Management system at the central level  

by updating the qualitative and quantitative assessment  

of PEFA indicators. During the graduation ceremony  

which took place in early 2015,the Speaker of the  

National Assembly, Hon. Abdoulie Bojang, strongly  

acknowledged the decision of the EU for further support 

in the area of Public procurement.

Support to Civil Society
The EU also has a long standing relationship with Civil  

Society Organisations (CSOs) in a wide range of sectors  

and themes. Funding to CSOs is usually disbursed through 

Calls for Proposals and provided through grants. CSOs 

in The Gambia are essential in building the foundations  

for broad-based democratic ownership of development  

policies and processes as well as for inclusive and  

sustainable growth. The CSOs play critical roles in filling  

the gaps where the government is unable to provide 

services adequately. They have become important  

channels for delivery of social services and implementation  

of development programs. 

A call for proposals with an envelope of €0.8 million was 

completed in 2014 for promoting gender equity and 

women’s rights in The Gambia. Grant agreements have 

been signed with ActionAid, Concern Universal, and SOS 

Children’s Villages. The CSO community working in the 

area of women’s empowerment and gender equality in 

The Gambia is vibrant and often a catalyst for change in 

a country where socio-cultural traditions and practices 

weigh heavily on the social status of women and girls. A 

new call for proposals with an envelope of €1 million was 

launched in 2014 with the twofold overall objective to pro-

mote democracy and children rights in The Gambia. The 

signature of contracts under this call is expected to take 

place around August/ September 2015.

Cocaine Route Programme
The Cocaine Route Programme (CRP) 2009-2013 is 

funded by the EU Instrument for Stability (IfS). The CRP 

has a mandate to support law enforcement agencies and 

judicial authorities in third countries along the so called 

‘cocaine route’, i.e. from the production countries in Latin  

America to Europe, via Central America, the Caribbean  

Participans at the kick off meeting on procurement reform SOS promoting gender equality with support from EU

 
GOVERNANCE

Eurecna S.p.A. The purpose of this contract is to provide 

technical and advisory services to ensure the effective 

and timely implementation of the Justice component of 

the Governance Programme. The expert team will be 

composed of the following principal (or key) experts:  (1) 

a Team Leader, (2) Civic Rights education, (3) Modern 

Law (or common law), and (4) Customary Law. In addition 

short term expertise will be mobilized in several fields,  

including Communication and Procurement.

Journalism and the media
€0.87 MILLION

The Journalist and Media Component is going to  

contribute to better democratic and economic governance  

through improving freedom of the press and the quality 

of information available for the people of The Gambia.  

The Journalist and Media Component has as its specific  

objective to improve capacities of Gambian media  

professionals for maintenance of quality and good  

journalistic habits and to contribute to the improvement  

of the national legal and regulatory framework in general.  

This project will be implemented by the United Nations  

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)  

and will develop a mechanism to strengthen relationships 

between Government and media professionals, support 

for the strengthening of the professional and academic 

development of journalists and media, and also address  

gender equality in the selection of target groups for the training 

and in the development of training curricula and materials. 

Policy documents in The Gambia identify Good  

Governance as one of the key pillars for poverty  

reduction and sustainable achievement of development  

objectives. Governance is one of the focal sectors  

of cooperation highlighted in the 10th European  

Development Fund Country Strategy Paper of the  

European Union in The Gambia. A 10M€ Governance  

programme was approved under the Annual Action  

Plan 2011 and signed on 18th January 2012. The overall  

objective is to contribute to democratic and economic 

governance through improving (1) access to justice and 

legal education, (2) freedom of press and the quality of 

information available for the population, and (3) public  

expenditure and financial accountability.

Access to justice and legal education
€4.6 MILLION

Technical assistance drafted an overview of the legal  

system in The Gambia and formulated recommendations  

for short and longer term improvements. A study of the 

Gambian judiciary system has also been conducted. 

The execution of this Justice component will result in  

enhanced access to legal services, especially for the  

vulnerable groups, upgraded legal education, training 

and research skills, and improved case management. 

The activities will be implemented by a service contract 

in close collaboration with key stakeholders. A service  

contract has been signed in 2014 with the company  
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Participants at the stakeholders kick -off meeting Members of The Gambia Media fraternity
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Support to Free Movement of Persons 
and Migration in West Africa

The project ‘Support to Free Movement of Persons and 

Migration in West Africa’ (FMM West Africa) aims to boost 

the development potential of free movement and migration  

in West Africa, by supporting the effective implementation  

of the ECOWAS Free Movement of Persons’ Protocols 

and the ECOWAS Common Approach on Migration. 

FMM West Africa project specifically supports migration 

data management, border management, labour migration 

and combating trafficking in persons in West Africa.

Driven by the ECOWAS Commission and implemented  

by the International Organization for Migration, the  

International Centre for Migration Policy Development 

and the International Labour Organization, FMM West 

Africa offers technical assistance and capacity building 

in the management of issues relating to migration in the  

areas of border management, counter trafficking, labour 

migration, free movement and related policy development. 

Its Demand Driven Facility for National Institutions (DDF) 

addresses existing institutional gaps and migration  

capacity building needs in ECOWAS Member States 

and Mauritania. DDF actions provide tailored technical  

assistance to sharpen migration management capacities, 

and reinforce the implementation of ECOWAS migration 

policies at the national level.

The project, which is funded by the European Union and the 

ECOWAS Commission, has a budget of over €26 million  

and a five-year timeline starting in 2014 to support West 

Africa at regional, national and local level.

Pan-African Programme
The European Commission has launched the first 

phase of a new programme that will foster Africa’s  

integration process at continental level - the first ever 

EU programme in development and cooperation that 

covers Africa as a whole. The so-called Pan-African 

Programme will fund activities in a broad range of areas  

and offer new possibilities for the EU and Africa to 

work together. This decision will launch projects for the  

period 2014-2017, with a total allocation of €415 million. 

The former President of the European Commission, 

José Manuel Barroso, said: “The challenges with which 

we are faced can no longer be tackled within national  

borders. This is as true in Europe as it is in Africa or 

elsewhere. This is why I have proposed to create a 

Pan-African programme to find solutions at regional  

and continental scale and support the process of  

African integration, where the African Union plays a 

critical role. The alliance between Africa and Europe is 

indispensable, today more than ever. This programme 

will make it even stronger”.

The Pan-African Programme, which was announced 

by President Barroso at the 4th Africa-EU summit in 

Brussels in April 2014, will amount to €845 million from 

2014 to 2020. It will contribute, amongst others, to  

increased mobility on the African continent, better 

trade relations across regions and also better equip 

both continents for addressing trans-national and 

global challenges, such as migration and mobility, 

climate change or security. The first phase that was 

launched today will include projects ranging from  

sustainable agriculture, environment, and higher  

education to governance, infrastructure, migration,  

information and communication technology, as well as 

research and innovation.

 
GOVERNANCE

Inauguration of JAITF at Banjul International Airport

and West Africa. The overall objective is to enhance  

capacity for international cooperation in the fight against 

international criminal networks, while fully respecting  

human rights. The CRP funds eight self-standing projects 

in Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean in which 

The Gambia benefits  from two projects.

 

 • AIRCOP I, II and III (Airport Communication Programme):  

to build drug-interdiction capacities via Joint Airport  

Interdiction Task Forces (JAITF) at selected international  

airports in West Africa and Latin America and the  

Caribbean, and promote communication and information 

sharing on Drug trafficking.

• SEACOP I, II and III (Seaport Cooperation Programme): 

to set-up Joint Maritime Control Units (JMCU) in seaports  

in West Africa and develop regional intelligence and  

maritime cooperation.

 
GOVERNANCE
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The Agreement also included the possibility to hold  

further negotiations on services and trade-related issues 

in the future. Its implementation will strengthen regional 

integration. A key priority is developing the economies by 

enhancing competitiveness – including through capacity-  

building for West African companies and exporters.  

Another important part of the negotiations is promoting 

the agricultural sector in West Africa.

DG Health and Consumers: 
Better Training for Safer Food 
Better Training for Safer Food (BTSF) is a Commission 

training initiative covering a range of subjects related to 

the verification of compliance with food and feed law, 

animal health and welfare and plant health rules. It trains 

Member State and candidate country national authority  

staff involved in official controls in these areas. This aims 

to keep participants up-to-date with EU law in these  

areas and should help to ensure more harmonised and 

efficient controls. Efficient controls are an essential factor 

in maintaining high levels of consumer protection, animal 

health and plant health. Harmonisation of controls should 

help to create a level playing field for food businesses. 

Training is also organised specifically for third, particularly 

developing country participants so as to familiarise them 

with EU requirements. This should help to ease access 

to the EU market for products from developing countries. 

The Gambia benefited from numerous BTSF training  

programmes. Seven training programmes on new subjects  

have been launched in 2014, bringing the number of  

subjects on which BTSF has provided training to over 40. 

TRADE

A ship docking at the Banjul Seaport

TRADE

Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF)
Under the EIF, The Gambia’s Tier 1 project, “Support to 

National Implementation Arrangements (NIAs)”, permitted  

to build the capacity of the National Implementation 

Unit (NIU) and trade-related institutions to assist in the  

implementation of the DTIS Action Matrix. This helped 

to deal effectively and efficiently with trade policy  

development and implementation, trade integration and 

facilitation for the greater benefit of The Gambian economy. 

The Gambia’s Tier 1 project has been extended into 

phase 2 with approval from the EIF Board in July 2013, 

after a satisfactory Tier 1 Mid-term evaluation. The 

Tier 1 phase 2 project (August 2013 to July 2015) will  

continue supporting Aid for Trade (AfT) programmes,  

implementation of the National Export Strategy (NES) and 

the Medium Term Programme (MTP), as well as sustaining 

the institutional capacities of line Ministries to ensure the 

continued undertaking of the trade development agenda.

The Gambia’s Tier 2 project “Sector Competitiveness and 

Export Diversification Project” (SCEDP) was approved 

by the EIF Board in January 2012 and has been under  

implementation since June 2012 by ITC. The project 

aims to strengthen targeted sectors’ competitiveness,  

promote new business opportunities in domestic, regional  

and international markets and generate additional  

income as well as create employment. The project targets  

agri-sector-specific support for cashew nuts, ground-

nuts and sesame as well as inclusive tourism. Key  

focus is on finding new export opportunities, product  

diversification, improved value addition, quality enhancement  

and strengthened sector support institutions.

The second Tier 2 project on “Trade Facilitation through 

increased logistics infrastructure and services at the  

Banjul International Airport” was approved by the EIF 

Board in April 2013. The project’s objective is to promote 

trade facilitation and reinforce logistics infrastructure and    

services at Banjul International Airport through improved 

institutional arrangements, building human capacity 

and providing support services to ensure transparent,  

secured and competitive airport services that are available  

to exporters and smallholder businesses. The project  

will contribute to improve livelihoods in the tourism,  

horticulture and fisheries export sub sectors, through 

reduction in cargo handling time and increase in cargo 

handling capacity.

Economic Partnership Agreements 
The EU has initialled an Economic Partnership Agreement 

with 16 West African states including The Gambia, the 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)  

and the West African Economic and Monetary Union 

(WAEMU).

The Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) are trade 

and development arrangements between the EU and the 

African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries, meant to 

facilitate the ACPs’ integration into the world economy  

through gradual trade liberalisation and improved trade- 

related cooperation; they are tailored to suit specific  

regional needs, and promote sustainable growth.

The West African region is the EU’s most important trade 

partner in the African, Caribbean and Pacific region.  

The West African countries account for 40% of all trade 

between the EU and the African, Caribbean and Pacific 

region. Despite advanced regional integration processes  

in the region, barriers to intra-regional trade remain a 

challenge for the economies in West Africa. Regional 

trade lags behind compared to trade with developed and 

emerging countries outside West Africa. All the countries 

in the West Africa region except for Liberia are members 

of the WTO. 

The Economic Partnership Agreement with West Africa 

covers goods and development-cooperation. 
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Support to the implementation of 
The Gambia-EU Cooperation 

AMOUNT: €5 million

DATE: 2012 -2016

The European Union is one of the principal donors in The 

Gambia and is fully committed to the implementation of 

both the Paris Declaration and ACP - Cotonou Partnership  

Agreement through providing aid and supporting  

institutions that manage such aid at both global and  

national levels.

This is consistent with the EU Agenda for Change  

Communication 2011, which calls for integration of  

development programmes into the national systems so 

as to ensure ownership and sustainability.

It is for this reason the EU operations in The Gambia  

continue to support various capacity building initiatives in 

areas of the Gambia’s Development Agenda through the 

Technical Cooperation Facility.

This facility aims to support, in all phases of the cycle 

of operations, the effective design, implementation and 

monitoring of projects and programmes funded under the 

aegis of the EDF and other EU funds. It also aims at the 

successful identification, formulation and implementation 

of programmes financed by the EDF, and to improved  

capacities of the National Authorising Officer’s Unit,  

other involved administrations and key actors for the  

effective and timely implementation of The Gambia – EU  

Cooperation Strategy.

The project has made provided for capacity building of 

government officials, NGO’s and other stakeholders on 

EDF Procedures; evaluations studies and formulation 

of projects; programming of the EDF funds; audit of  

programme estimates, projects and programmes 

funded by the EDF; and dialogue with government  

departments, agencies and Non -State Actors on the  

various programmes and projects; as well as an visibility 

of EU-Gambia cooperation.

EU Delegation and NAO Support Unit holding Cooperation meeting 

INSTITUTIONAL 
CAPACITY BUILDING

EDES
EDES aims to secure the flow of food products of animal 

and plant origin towards the EU or at regional level, in  

particular by making small-scale growers key actors 

within the supply chain. By supporting small producer  

organisations actively engaged in export sectors, we 

help mainstream them by building their capacity to  

produce safe food for local, regional and international 

consumers. EDES develops capacity building activities, 

mainly through training, technical assistance, facilitation  

or coaching. As the result of this support must be  

sustainable and become a coherent feature of national  

food safety policies, the involvement of the national  

authorities is indispensable for the implementation of the 

Programme’s activities, as is the concerted integration 

of private operators, an essential link in the food safety 

chain. The ultimate objective is to guarantee food safety 

for all consumers, in the ACP and the EU, and therefore 

to have a coherent national system for all products while 

avoiding the development of two-tier food safety systems. 

In The Gambia EU Food and Veterinary Office inspections  

identified several areas in the fishery sector where  

improvement in the performance of services is needed in 

order to comply with the EU import requirements. EDES 

received an application for support from the Ministry  

of Fisheries, and a fact-finding mission took place to  

discuss the areas, sectors and beneficiaries of future EDES 

interventions in the food safety domain of fisheries in The 

Gambia. A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was 

signed with the Fisheries Department, Ministry of Fisheries,  

Water Resources and Assembly Matters. The specific 

objective is to strengthen the performance of sanitary  

audits/inspections in the fishery sector, in conformity with 

the relevant international standards, and to prepare a  

residue control plan for the aquaculture sector and a  

national environment monitoring plan for fishery products.  

Memorandums of Understanding were also signed with 

the National Agricultural Research Institute (action plan  

of six activities for laboratories) and with the Gambia 

Standards Bureau (five activities for laboratories).

  

TRADE
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The European Commission federates and promotes a  

coordinated European approach to aid effectiveness. In 

The Gambia, the EU strives to align itself behind the national 

poverty reduction objectives prioritised in the Programme 

for Accelerated Growth and Employment (PAGE, 2012-15)  

and Government’s Vision 2020. In particular, the PAGE 

prioritises agriculture and infrastructure development. In 

this framework, it has been proposed for the Strategic  

objectives of the EU’s relationship with The Gambia 

in the coming years to focus mainly on “Agriculture 

 for Economic Growth & Food Security/nutrition” as well 

as on an “Exit strategy to the Transport sector”. 

This continues and complements ongoing or recent EU 

funded projects such as the 7.6M€ MDG 1c Initiative, 

implemented by FAO and WFP, and the 76.5M€ Trans-

port Sector Support Programme. Importantly, for the 

period 2016 - 2020 the EU Indicative Programme will be  

synchronized with the new national development strategy 

country cycle following the end of the PAGE, as a sign of 

increased programming flexibility. 

The EU coordinates closely with the Government, donors 

and multilateral agencies through sharing of information to 

avoid duplication and promote harmonisation. Moreover, 

the ‘Institutional support for the implementation of The 

Gambia – EU Cooperation project’ provides funding for 

EDF’s National Authorising Officer Support Unit (NAO-SU)  

and thus supports national capacity building and  

ownership. Specific support is also available for the Aid 

Directorate, in charge of coordinating the implementation 

of the Aid Effectiveness Agenda and aid management.

Progress in improving Aid Effectiveness has been steady, 

including the Aid Policy and Action Plan prepared in 

2013. However, there is room for improvement as pointed 

out by the 2011 Paris Declaration Monitoring Survey in  

The Gambia. 

For instance following the successful experience in Basic 

and Secondary Education, Government is now leading the 

adoption of sector wide approaches in Agriculture, Health 

and Water. Sector wide approaches will enormously  

facilitate Donor’s efforts to align around the PAGE in a  

harmonised way. For this to be effective and improve  

mutual accountability the implementation of PAGE’s 

Monitoring & Evaluation Framework including effective  

participatory arrangements within regular Annual Progress  

Reviews will need to be strengthened. 

Moreover, it is clear that for The Gambia to exercise 

effective leadership over its development strategies 

and coordinate development actions, these national  

strategies would need to be translated into prioritised  

results-oriented operational programmes as expressed 

in Medium Term Expenditure Frameworks (MTEF) and  

annual budgets. This is why the EU is supporting, through 

the IMF, the strengthening of the budgeting process and 

the introduction of a MTEF. On the other side, the whole 

process calls for improved coverage of aid information in 

the budget as well as a phased introduction of program 

budgeting.

IMPROVING 
AID EFFECTIVENESS

     Spain 

Amount Implementing Organisation Project Description and Impact

€1,250.000 Red Cross Spain • Formation in food security and maternal and infant nutrition in  
 the Lower River Region
• The Nutrition Recovery and Educational Centre focuses its  
 action for children under the age of five and suffering from  
 severe malnutrition
• During admission they receive health and nutritional treatment  
 in accordance with the lines of action for cases of malnutrition  
 proposed by the World Health Organization, and with the 
  action of the United Nations Children’s Fund and 
  National Nutritional Agency
• While treated in the CREN mothers and children receive 
  adequate information on their nutritional needs, in order to  
   ensure maternal-child nutrition and thus food security.
• Impact: 56,452 direct beneficiaries, 18,400 women, 38,052  
 children monitored in their communities

€440.164 Nutrition without borders • Formation in food security, maternal and infant nutrition in  
 the Lower River Region
• The Nutrition Recovery and Educational Centre focuses its  
 action for children under the age of five and suffering from  
 severe malnutrition
• During admission they receive health and nutritional treatment  
 in accordance with the lines of action for cases of malnutrition  
 proposed by the World Health Organization, and with the action  
 of the United Nations Children’s Fund and National Nutritional  
 Agency
• While treated in the CREN mothers and children receive ade 
 quate information on their nutritional needs, in order to ensure  
 maternal-child nutrition and thus food security.
• Impact: 56,452 direct beneficiaries, 18,400 women, 38,052  
 children monitored in their communities

     Belgium 

Amount Implementing Organisation Project Description and Impact

€ 128.162 NGO Solidagro 
(ex-Bevrijde Wereld)

• Supporting food security initiatives
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     Luxembourg 

Amount Implementing Organisation Project Description and Impact

€43,207.87 SOS Children’s Villages
Family Strengthening Program in 
Bansang (duration: 2013- 2017)

• 1000 targeted children are supported and their basic needs  
 of survival are fulfilled, able to claim their developmental rights
• The capacities of 310 families are strengthened so they can  
 take up their responsibilities in ensuring their children are  
 protected and have their rights respected
• The capacities of communities and/or local authorities/ governments 
   are strengthened to support caregivers to continue to protect their 
   children and ensure their rights are respected. One solid active network   
   of stakeholders per community contributes to ensure that caregivers 
   continue to supply a caring family environment to their children

€45,638.90 SOS Children’s Villages • 750 children are supported and their basic needs of survival are 
  fulfilled and they are able to claim their developmental rights
• The capacities of 230 families are strengthened so they can  
 take up their responsibilities in ensuring their children are  
 protected and have their rights respected
• The capacities of communities and/or local authorities/ 
 governments are strengthened to support caregivers to continue 
   to protect their children and ensure their rights are respected
• One solid active network of stakeholders per community  
 contributes to ensure that caregivers continue to supply a  
 caring family environment to their children

     The Netherlands 

Amount Implementing Organisation Project Description and Impact

€1,500.000 
(50% sub-
sidized by 
the Dutch 
government)

PAS Reform (The Netherlands) 
and Emholding (The Gambia)

• The Private Sector Investment program (PSI) supports  
 investment projects from foreign companies entering into  
 long-term cooperation with local partners in developing countries
• The project aims to introduce an integrated poultry production to 
   The Gambia to produce and commercialize 20,000 broilers a week

N/A PUM Netherlands •Senior experts connect entrepreneurs in developing countries  
 with senior experts from the Netherlands, with at least 30 years  
 of experience in a business environment. These senior experts  
 voluntarily devote their knowledge to the execution of short- 
 term, solid consultancy projects at the work floor, directly with  
 the private sector. In 2014, 14 PUM experts were active in  
  The Gambia in the sectors agriculture/ horticulture, financial                 
  institutes, food & beverages production, healthcare, training/ 
  education, metal industry and tourism/ catering

MEMBER STATE 
COOPERATION

     Finland

Amount Implementing Organisation Project Description and Impact

€5,709 Abilis • Wheelchair Production/ Repair Workshop
• The main goal of the project is to achieve easy access and 
 affordable wheelchairs for persons with disabilities in Gambia. 
 The activities that will be carried out are wheelchair production 
 and repairs, training of technicians: this will be carried out for 
 12 months, 2 groups of 6 people for 6 months per group.

FIDIDA
Implemented by GADHOH 
(Gambian Association of Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing)

• Organisational capacity building program for the Deaf and Hard 
 of Hearing in Gambia. The project supports the organizational 
 capacity building of Gambia Association of the Deaf and Hard of 
 Hearing in Gambia (GADHOH). The long term development objective  
 of the project is an empowered Gambian Deaf Community so that 
 Deaf people have a strong positive Deaf identity and can act on 
 equal basis with the hearing people in the Gambia society. Gambia 
 has ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
 In spite of ratification the deaf and hard of hearing don’t have equal 
 access to education and health care and other services in Gambia. 
 The project supports regional activities of GADHOH the amount of 
 their members grow and more deaf and hard of hearing get 
 awareness about their rights. By developing local sign language the 
 deaf and hard of hearing can improve their communication skills.

€77,100 Kulttuuriyhdistys Gepardi ry • Art handicraft education for youth against social exclusion.
• The development problem of the project is poverty. The overall 
 objective of the project is to start arts and crafts training for 
 drop-outs in an own school building. A cross-cutting development 
 policy objective in gender equality is put into practice by teaching 
 girls life skills as an extra program. The main beneficiaries are 
 trained girls and boys. The key project activities:-to complete the 
 school building to edit the syllabus-to organize and institute  
 training in the Gambia-to inform of the project in Finland. 
 The project ended by the end of the year 2014.

€45,000 Ratas ry • Network Against Gender Based Violence in The Gambia.
• The “Desk Review on GBV in The Gambia” report revealed that 
 the health system does not have formal protocols or procedures 
 for caring for survivors of gender-based violence. It is not clear 
 how far health providers are trained on the proper procedures 
 for responding to GBV, ranging from the provision of privacy and 
 confidentiality to the collection of forensic evidence, the conducting 
 of safety plans, and the referral of survivors to other services such 
 as legal aid or counseling.  Interviews with few nurses during the 
 desk review indicated that when a woman goes to a hospital or 
 health  center for GBV-related injuries, health providers do little 
 more than treat the physical effects of violence, usually only in the 
 most extreme cases when survivors do attend health centres.
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Cooperation activities

S/N Project/Activity Description of Activity Date

1 Governance Programme UNESCO Office in Dakar together with NAO Support Unit organized 
a stakeholders’ workshop to discuss the implementation modalities 
of the Support to Media & Journalism component of the Governance 
Programme 

January   
2014

2 EU MDG 1c Project Officials of  EU Delegation, NAO Support Unit , FAO & WFP embarked 
on a three day field visit to beneficiary communities and schools

February 
2014

3 Consultative Forum with Private 
Stakeholders

The EU Delegation organised a consultative forum with the 
stakeholders in the private sector

February     
2014

4 Women's Socio-Economic Rights The EU launched a project to promote Women's Socio-Economic 
Rights with ActionAid

March 
2014

5 Global Climate Change Alliance 
Support Project to The Gambia

Launching of €3.86M GCCA Support Project to the Gambia May 
2014

6 EU  MDG 1C Project Officials of EU Delegation, FAO and WFP  undertook a Technical level 
field visit to the North and Central River regions

May 
2014

7 Women's Equity of Access to 
Resources/Rights

The EU launched a project to promote Women's Equity of Access to 
Resources/Rights with Concern Universal

May 
2014

8 EU MDG 1C Project EU, together with FAO & WFP handed over 5,327 bags of 50kg NPK 
and 2,463 bags of Urea to 3,725 Gambian farmers

June 
2014

9 Governance Programme Support to Media & Journalists Workshop was organised by UNESCO 
& NAO Support Unit

August 
2014

10 Global Climate Change Alliance 
Support Project to The Gambia

The project held its first ever coastal form with participants from the  
Government, Community Based Organisations and Non-State Actors

August  
2014

11 Women's Empowerment for Change 
project

EU launched the Women’s Empowerment for Change project in The 
Gambia to be implemented among others by SOS Villages UK

September 
2014

12 ECHO Cash Transfer Project An ECHO team led by Sophie Battas visited the Central River Region 
and the Cash Transfer Project to oversee the food security and 
nutrition activities supported by ECHO in The Gambia

September 
2014

13 Inauguration of Sofanyama Bridge in 
Pakaliba, Lower River Region

In the presence of the EU Chargée d'Affaires, the  Minister of 
Transport, Works & Infrastructure inaugurated the bridge on behalf 
of The President of the Republic of The Gambia, 
H.E. Sheikh Prof. Dr. Alhaji Yayah A.J.J Jammeh

October 
2014     

14 Inauguration ceremony of the Joint 
Airport Interdiction-Taskforce

Inauguration of the JAITF at the Banjul International Airport in the 
presence of the EU Chargée d'Affaires and The Minister of Interior

October 
2014

15 Public Expenditure Framework 
Assessment  Workshop

The EU Chargée d'Affaires presented opening remarks at the
orientation workshop organised by the Ministry of Finance and 
Economic Affairs

October 
2014

     United Kingdom

Amount Implementing Organisation Project Description and Impact

£ 4,990 Africa Relief Response and 
Development Organisation 
(ARRDO)

Improving water quality in schools within The Gambia.
• Aqua filters placed in 14 schools to improve water standards  
 in basic cycle schools reaching over 7000 students.    
• Reducing the risk of outbreak of water borne diseases 
• Sensitised children on how to keep their filtered water safe

£ 3,069 World Wide Fund for 
Nature Gambia (WWF)

Turtle nest protection sites on three coastal villages of The Gambia.
• Built nesting sites protection zones
• Conducted beach monitoring to collect and relocate nests
• Trained and sensitized public on turtle biology and ecology
• Collected and analyzed local knowledge about turtle migration  
 and behavior 
• Mobilized volunteers and created a network of actors

£ 4,000 Staff Association of 
The National Road Authority 
(S.A.N.R.A)

Awareness raising on road safety 
• Awareness campaign and road safety education conducted
• Advocated for the use of helmets, seatbelts, child restraints,  
 speed limits, non-driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs 
 and post-crash care

£ 2,941 Sutukonding Beakanyang Improving livelihoods of the women’s group and their families.
• Trained 50 women on Omo and soap making
• Trained 40 women on Tye and Dye and Batiks making 
• 90 trained women provided with tools and materials for production
• Women trained on basic business and records management skills 

£ 5,000 Derek Bailey Foundation Establishment of a maternity unit offering ante and post natal care 
• Supported the construction of a Maternity Unit at  
 Nyofelleh Health Clinic

£ 5,000 Female Lawyers Association 
of The Gambia (FLAG)

Community paralegal training for women leaders
• 70 community leaders from three regions of The Gambia trained  
 to dispense basic legal advice to women and children in their  
 communities 
• 30 community leaders trained as community paralegals in  
 Greater Banjul Area (GBA)
• 20 community leaders trained as community paralegals  
 Central River Region (CRR) 
• 20 community leaders trained as community paralegals within  
 the Lower River Region (LRR)

£ 13,400 World Health 
Organization Gambia 

Ebola Isolation Unit Project

Supporting the establishment of a National Ebola Isolation and 
Treatment Unit in The Gambia. 
• Procurement of medical and non-medical items required for the  
 Isolation Unit
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The Gambia-EU Cooperation
FORWARD WITH THE GAMBIA 
ON ITS 50TH INDEPENDENCE 

ANNIVERSARY

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 

National Authorising Officer System Support Unit (NAOSU)

Tel: +220 439 9626/5 or Email: info@gambia-ec.gm

DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION TO THE GAMBIA

74 Atlantic Road, Fajara, P.O Box 512, Banjul, The Gambia

Tel: +220 449 5146 / 449 7846

Email: delegation-gambia@eeas.europa.eu

The Gambia-EU
Cooperation

Political & Visibility activities

S/N Project/Activity Description of Activity Date
1 Launching of the Annual 

Cooperation Report 2013
March 

2014

2 Article 8 Political Dialogue The Article 8 Political Dialogue between The Gambia and The EU took place 
on the 8th April.

April 

2014

3 Europe Day EU Chargée d'Affaires and Minister of Fisheries & Water Resources gave 
speeches to mark Europe Day celebrations

May 

2014

4 African Art Exhibition Various African painters exhibited their work at an exhibition organised by 
the EU Delegation in The Gambia at the Ebunjan Theatre, Banjul

May

2014

5 Visit to The Gambia from the 
EU Delegation in Senegal

H.E. Mme Dominique Dellicour, accompanied by EU representatives visited 
The Gambia and met with senior officials of the Government

July 

2014

6 Universal Periodic Review – 
Public Viewing

Public viewing event of The Gambia's UPR session in Geneva. The event 
was co-organised with OHCHR in Dakar and UK and US Embassies based 
in The Gambia

October 

2014

7 International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against 
Women

The EU Delegation to The Gambia commemorated the International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence against Women with UN agencies. 

November 

2014

A PARTNERSHIP FOR SUBSTAINABLE 
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