




Contents

Foreword by Mr Mod A. K Secka, National Authorising Officer of 
the eDF .............................................................................................     4

Message from Mme Agnès Guillaud, Chargée d’Affaires a.i .....     5
the european Union ...............................................................     6
the Gambia .............................................................................     7
Gambia’s external trade with the eU ............................................     8
Infrastructure & Regional Interconnectivity ......................................   10
Governance & non- state Actors .....................................................   11
 

Agriculture, Food security & environment
 EU-MDG Initiative .....................................................................   13
 Response to Sahel Crisis ................... ....................................   15
 Climate Change ......................................................................   16

other Cooperation .........................................................................   17
eU Call for Proposals ......................................................................   18 
european Union Member state Cooperation ...............................    19

Chronology of Major Activities in 2012 
 Cooperation ............................................................................... 22
 Political & Communication ......................................................... 24

3



It is with great honour I present to you the second Annual Gambia-EU 
Cooperation Report for the year 2012.This report reflects the dynamic evolution 
of our partnership for  the past 36 years.

The year 2012 was a remarkably good year in our partnership with the European 
Union. A number of projects and programmes were successfully completed and 
initiated. Programmes successfully completed include: works on the Soma/
Basse and Transgambia roads and the resurfacing of the Barra/Amdallai road. 
Ongoing ones have been the governance programme and works on the Basse/
Velingara road. Newly initiated ventures are the Drainage, Water and Sanitation 
project  for the restoration of Infrastructure and assistance to victims of the 
2009 floods;  the climate change project which will contribute to the capability 
of the government and people of The Gambia to adapt to increased climate 
variability and change, and the MDG Initiative, which aims to enhance food 
security. The above projects and programmes will undoubtedly have a positive 
impact on the Government’s drive towards the attainment of the objectives set 
out in the Programme for Accelerated Growth & Employment(PAGE), Vision 
2020 and the MDGs. 

The year 2012 saw the commencement of the various consultations with the 
key stakeholders, ministries, departments and civil society on the 11th EDF 
Programme  Cycle  as well as  discussions with the EU Delegation on the 
choice of sectors based on the Gambia’s National Development Plans and 
consistent with the new EU Agenda for Change Communication (2011) which 
sets out the EU’s development policy for the future intervention in partner 
countries . This crucial work will continue in 2013. We will continue to pursue 
closer co-operation with the European Union as one of the Gambia’s leading 
development partner in making a better Gambia.

The Gambia remains strongly committed to the ideals and principles that 
govern our cooperation. The recent ratification of the 2010 revised ACP-
Cotonou Partnership Agreement by the National Assembly Members is a 
clear testimony. I am very confident that we will continue to build on the sound 
progress made in the 2012 and propel our cooperation to a much higher  level.

I am sure that the spirit of cooperation and partnership, as in yesteryears, will be 
witnessed in the implementation of the projects and programmes in 2013 and 
beyond. I wish to seize this opportunity to thank the EU and the Delegation for 
its continuous support to The Gambia especially in the areas of our cooperation. 
I also wish to salute the NAO Support Unit staff for their tremendous hard work, 
dedication and commitment to advancing the cooperation.

Mr. Mod A.K secka
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Finance &
Economic Affairs & NAO of the EDF in The Gambia

Foreword by Mr Mod A. K Secka, National Authorising Officer of the EDF
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Message from Mme Agnès Guillaud, Chargée d’Affaires a.i

It is my pleasure to propose the 2012 edition of our Annual Report of the EU-The 
Gambia Cooperation; which I believe will provide our readership with a better 
understanding of the European Union cooperation activities with The Gambia, 
while providing a broader overview of the EU’s institutions and policies.

Our partnership, based on the fundamental principles of equality, ownership 
of development strategies by the Government, dialogue and respect of mutual 
commitments, continues to evolve along the three complementary pillars of our 
cooperation in the development, political and economic domains.

The eradication of poverty is a primary objective of the European Union’s 
development cooperation with The Gambia. To this end, the EU Delegation 
pursues a continuous and close cooperation with the Government of The Gambia 
in order to address several main objectives laid down in The Gambia’s National 
Development Strategies. Our cooperation focuses on support in the areas of 
good governance, infrastructure, food security, agriculture and environment.

The year 2012 was a successful year with great accomplishments, such as the 
completion of important food security related projects that could not have come 
at better time, when the entire Sahel region felt the impact of the droughts of 
previous years. In May 2012, the works on Soma Basse Road (190km) and the 
Trans Gambia Highway (25km) were finished representing a major improvement 
in trade and transportation in The Gambia; while works on a new stretch of road 
(Basse-Velingara) have started.

Important projects and programmes are now ready to start such as the Millennium 
Development Goals Initiative, which will focus on improving agricultural production 
in order to support The Gambia in reaching the MDG on food security; the Global 
Climate Change Alliance Project in The Gambia will work on coastal erosion 
while the Drainage and Sanitation program will cater for the needs of the most 
deprived. Work has also progressed on the Feeder Roads Programme which 
improves access to markets, schools, health centers for Gambians in the rural 
areas. 

The Governance programme started. It focuses on access to justice, the media 
and on public finance management. The work on the formulation of an addendum 
to the Governance programme proceeded well in 2012. Additional 3 million Euros 
will be devoted to support in the areas of Trafficking in Human Beings (THB) and 
migration with a focus on support for THB victims and vulnerable migrants as 
well as on further assistance to enhance Government reforms in the area of 
Public Finance Management in order to improve the performance of state-owned 
enterprises in terms of delivering services to the public in energy, social and 
information services while setting, managing and accounting for their budgets. 

Work is in progress to determine the next allocation of EU cooperation funding 
in The Gambia under the 11th EDF, which will run from 2014-2020. Interesting 
discussions have taken place with the Government and other stakeholders (other 
donors, NGOs and producer associations) in order to define the best strategy 
for our cooperation programmes. It will be fully in line with both Government 
priorities, as they have been defined in the Programme for Accelerated Growth 
and Employment (PAGE), and both with the EU cooperation priorities. 

I hope that you will find this report useful in learning more about our cooperation 
across different focal sectors, as well as about the functioning of the EU in 
general.

Mme Agnès Guillaud
Chargée d’Affaires a.i. EU Delegation to The Gambia 5



The european union 

Member states: 27
Area: 3.98m km²
Population: 502 million
GDP: €12,445 billion (2012)
GDP per capita (PPP) : €26,784 (2012) 

The establishment of the european external 
Action service (eeAs) in 2011, headed by 
the High Representative for Foreign Affairs 
& Security Policy, and Vice President of the 
European Commission Mme Catherine Ashton, 
represents the EU’s initiative to ensure greater 
consistency and coherence in its foreign 
policy and external relations. 
The High Representative’s 
portfolio covers a wide 
variety of roles including 
traditional diplomacy and 
coordination of the EU’s 
other foreign policy tools: 
development assistance, 
trade, humanitarian aid and 
crisis response. Over 135 EU 
Delegations worldwide are 
under her remit.

The european Parliament is one of the EU’s 
main law-making institutions, along with the 
Council of the European 
Union. Its 752 members 
are directly elected 
by EU voters in all 27 
Member States every 
5 years, thus ensuring 
democratic oversight of 
EU laws and institutions.

eU Facts & Figures

the Council of the european Union 
represents the 27 Member States, and is the 
principal decision-making body of the European 
Union. When it meets at the 
level of Heads of State, it 
is known as the European 
Council, and defines the 
overall political priorities 
and direction of the EU. The 
President of the European 
Council is nominated for 
a period of 2.5 years. The 
post is currently held by Mr 
Herman Van Rompuy.

The european Commission upholds and 
represents the interests of the EU as a whole. 
It drafts proposals for new 
European laws and manages 
the day-to-day business of 
implementing EU policies 
and managing EU funds and 
programmes. The current 
President of the European 
Commission is José Manuel 
Barroso.

the eU Institutions
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The GaMBia

surface Area: 11,295 km²

Population: 1.79 million

GDP: D29, 435 million (2012)

GDP per capita: $508 (2012)

The Gambian economy over the past five years (2007-2012) has 
recorded a robust growth with low inflation hovering around 4.5- 5.0 per 
cent in recent years despite the global financial crisis and major shocks 
to fuel and food prices. Real GDP growth averaged at 5.5 per cent a 
year. The growth in GDP has been sustained by continuous growth in 
some of the major sectors such as Agriculture, Telecoms and Services.  
Agriculture remains the strongest driver of the economy growing at an 
average rate of 12.4 per cent a year (2007-2012).
 
In  2012, real GDP was projected to rise by 3.9 per cent after a 
contraction of 4.3 per cent a year earlier due to the effects of the 
crop failure in 2011-2012 cropping season. Tourism and residential 
construction are financed by remittances, which were hit hard by the 
global crisis. A strong rebound in tourism beginning late in the year of 
2011 and through 2012 helped to moderate the decline in the overall 
GDP growth. 

 Gross domestic product has increased from D14.3 billion in 2006 to 
D28.8 billion in 2012 representing 102 per cent over the period. Real 
GDP growth rate averages at 2 per cent for the period 2010-2012 driven 
mainly by a strong expansion in agriculture and services.  However, 
real GDP is expected to grow at 10.7 per cent in 2013 mainly as results 
of the expected rebound in Agriculture and Tourism.

Tax Revenues to GDP ratio registered a moderate improvement, 
rising from 13.2 per cent in 2010 to a level of 14.1 per cent in 2012 
representing a 6.8 per cent growth over the period. Tax on international 
trade also declined substantially over the last four years partly due to 
the global financial crisis. 

The stock of domestic debt is alarming, hovering around D10.2 billion 
representing 30.3 per cent of GDP (2012). Money supply grew by 7.8 
per cent in 2012 compared to the 11.0 per cent in 2011. Among the 
determinants of broad money, the net foreign assets (NFA) and the net 
domestic assets (NDA) of the banking sector increased by 7.9 per cent 
and by 7.7 per cent. Domestic credit grew to 12.6 billion or 10.4 per 
cent, down from 13.3 per cent in the corresponding period a year earlier. 
Core Inflation which excludes the prices of energy, utilities and volatile 
food items, increased by 4.7 per cent from 4.3 per cent in December 
2011. Inflation was projected to remain in single digits in 2012. 

Source: Ministry of Finance & Economic Affairs

economyFacts & Figures

Stones Circles at Wasu Kunda, a historical site. 7



GaMBia’s eXTernaL TraDe WiTh The eu 
(January - sepTeMBer) 2012

The Gambia operates a liberal trade regime with restrictions imposed on a few items related to public health and 
safety. There are no barriers to the movement of capital. However, the external trade of the country has been 
characterized by certain features since independence i.e. unfavorable balance of payments, increase in non-
traditional exports, deterioration in trade balance, rising importance of re-export trade, imports of machinery and 
transport equipment , and increase in the imports of manufactured goods. The high dependence on imports for 
major socio-economic activities coupled with the undiversified export base of a few primary products makes the 
economy sensitive to both internal and external shocks such as changes in rainfall patterns, world market prices 
and policies of key trading partners.

The EU continues to be a major trading and economic partner to The Gambia. The Gambia enjoys duty-free 
and quota-free access to the European market under the Everything But Arms (EBA) Initiative offered by the 
EU to least developed countries. For a long time, the EU was The Gambia’s principal trading partner. The main 
imported products from the EU include motor cars and vehicles, medicines, edible oil and sugar. The United 
Kingdom, Germany, the Netherlands and Spain are the main sources. The main exported products to the EU 
include groundnuts, cashews, fish and fishery products, fruits, animal & vegetable fats and oils; the majority of 
which goes to the UK and the Netherlands. In addition, the tourism sector has attracted huge Scandinavian, 
British, French, Spanish, German and Dutch investments.

1. Imports:
Source: External Trade Statistics Unit, GBOS
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Similarly, the direction of Gambia’s exports to the EU has been dominated by the same countries as for imports. 
However, exports to Denmark in the third quarter of the year were quite significant. The figure below presents the 
country’s exports to the EU countries. 

During the period under review in 2012, products that comprised Gambia’s imports from the EU were mainly 
vehicles, parts and accessories, pharmaceutical products, electrical material and equipment, vegetable products, 
cereals and fruits. For exports, the main items were animal or vegetable fats and oils, grains, seeds, fruits, meat, 
fish and fisheries products.

2.  exports:
Source: External Trade Statistics Unit, GBOS

3.  Composition of Imports and exports:
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inFrasTruCTure & reGionaL  
inTerConneCTiViTy 

Infrastructure and interconnectivity, particularly transport, as a precondition for economic and social development and 
for regional integration, remains a focal sector for the EU under the 10th EDF National Indicative Programme. In The 
Gambia, with the support of the EU, a good number of national and regional roads are constructed and refurbished. 
These roads facilitate the transport of people and goods within the ECOWAS region.

 
Project: Support to the Gambia’s National
Transport Plan 
total Amount: €76.5M
Date: 2006 - 2013
Zones: West Coast Region, North Bank Region,
Lower River Region, Central River Region &
Upper River Region
Partners: Ministry of Works, Construction &
Infrastructure and the National Roads Authority

 Activities:
• Works on the Basse/Vellingara road (26km), which 

is an extension of the Soma/Basse road has 
commenced. The project involves the rehabilitation 
of the Basse/ Vellingara road, construction of the 
Basse by-pass as well as the rehabilitation of Basse 
town road. This road will facilitate the efficient 
transport of people and goods, between Senegal 
and The Gambia.

• The formulation of the Feeder Roads Project  has 
progressed. The mid-term report details out the list of 
Feeder roads to be reconstructed and the locations 
for permanent weigh stations in The Gambia, for 
axle load control; which is in line with ECOWAS 
protocols. Labour intensive based methodology 
will be used as a pilot to improve ownership from 
communities and to develop employment in the 
areas concerned.  Capacity building programmes 
for the  National Roads Authority (NRA) have also 
been included. 

Results
• The Soma/Basse road  (190km) was completed in 

May, 2012 as well as the rehabilitation of the 24km 
regional Trans-Gambia road crossing The Gambia, 
from North to South.  An additional layer of asphalt 
concrete was put on the Barra/Amdallai road.  These 
roads will facilitate more efficient transport of goods 
and individuals for Gambians and all ECOWAS 
citizens.

Project: Drainage, Sanitation & Waste Management
total Amount: €1.9M
Zones: National - covering all the disaster hot spots
Partners: Ministry of Works, Construction & 
Infrastructure, National Disaster Management Agency 
(NDMA), World Food Programme(WFP), Local 
Government Authorities (LGA’s)

Activities:
• Improving and rehabilitation of the drainage system, 

upgrade of fences, removal of waste dump sites, 
new earth ditches, and new improved pit latrines.

• Communities will be trained to maintain anti-flood 
facilities and sensitized on waste management and 
hygiene.

• The National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) 
will also be provided with technical assistance 
through WFP to improve the capacities of the 
country in disaster risk reduction.

Project: NICE Roll-out (Energy Facility)
total Amount: €2.5M
Date: 30/09/11 - 30/09/15
Zone: Urban and Peri-urban areas in The Gambia
Partners: Nice International BV, Nice Gambia, Schools, 
Local Government Authorities (LGA’s) & NGOs

Activities:
• Construction and the management of a franchise 

network of 50 NICE-centres in urban or peri-urban 
areas that provide affordable access to modern and 
sustainable energy-services, including access to IT 
and entertainment services for individuals, schools, 
local communities and NGOs.

Soma/Basse road 
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GoVernanCe & 
non- sTaTe aCTors

The Gambia like many other ACP countries has Governance as one of the focal areas in the 10th EDF National 
Indicative Programme (NIP 2008-2013). The Governance programme started in 2012, will contribute to the 
strengthening of the overall political and economic governance in the country through a financial support package of 
€10M. 

Project: Governance in The Gambia
total Amount: €10M
Date: 2012 - 2016
Zones: National
Beneficiaries: All Gambians for access to justice; 
the media community; GRA and Ministry of Finance 
Partners: Ministry of Finance & Economic Affairs, 
Ministry of Justice, Judiciary, Ministry of Information & 
Technology Infrastructure, Gambia Revenue Authority 
and Civil Society

Activities:
• Improving access to justice and legal education, 

strengthening capacity in justice related institutions 
and making legal education more widely available

• Supporting journalists and the media by improving 
governance of the media sector, with particular 
emphasis on legal and regulatory framework.

• Improving financial governance through the 
reform of public expenditure, taxation and 
revenue administrative systems (Public Financial 
Management).

The justice sector experts spent six weeks in the country 
meeting with key stakeholders such as the Minister of 
Justice and the Chief Justice, as well as interested 
parties in Farafenni, Basse, Lamin, Janjanbureh 
and Mansa Konko. The purpose of the mission was 
to prepare a detailed overview of the tripartite legal 
system and the alternative dispute resolution system; 
which represents the first activity under the Access to 
Justice and Legal Education component of the EU’s 
Governance Programme. The overview of the legal 
system and the mission’s recommendations will inform 
the long-term implementation of the programme. 

Justice experts’ Mission  
to  the Gambia

Participant Team Members with the Hon. Emmanuel Agim, 
Former Chief Justice Supreme Court of The Republic of 
The Gambia

Meeting with Alkalos in Jarra West district court house
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L-R: Justice Martin Okoi, Director Civil Litigation & International Law, 
Ministry of Justice, Nancy A. Niang, PS at the Ministry of Information 
and Communication Infrastructure, Mme, Agnes Guillaud, EU 
Chargee d’affaires, Fatou Jagne, Regional Representative West 
Africa at Article 19, Hamadou Tidiane Sy, Media Consultant.

A team of media experts visited The Gambia in October 2012 to meet key stakeholders in the media sector. 
This included Government communication specialists and media professionals from private organisations. 
The mission allowed the experts to carry out important preparatory work for the “Journalists and Media” 
component of The Gambia - EU Governance Programme, which seeks to support the Government and 
the media to work jointly to keep Gambians informed of developments in the country. 

The initial discussion was followed by a workshop in November 2012, which brought together Government 
representatives and media professionals to discuss openly the initial findings and recommendations of 
the experts.

The Gambia - EU Governance 
Programme seeks to support the 
professional development of the 
media and the development of the 
Government’s communication and 
information policy. It will include joint 
training and discussions to support 
both sides in achieving the common 
goal of informing the public about 
developments in The Gambia.

Media experts’ 
Mission to the Gambia

The EU signed a Contribution Agreement with the IMF in May, 2012  in response to the request for support 
from The Gambia’s Minister of Finance & Economic Affairs. 

The €1.7M agreement enables the EU to fund IMF activities that will support some crucial reforms in the area 
of revenue administration and budget formulation as part of the Public Finance Management component of 
the EU’s Governance Programme in The Gambia. Two long-term resident experts are currently providing 
technical assistance in the areas of Value Added Tax (VAT) implementation and the Government’s general 
budget formulation.

The EU has also provided a little over €1M to support public procurement in the country. The proposed 
intervention aims to achieve the following objectives:
(i) strengthening The Gambia’s Public Procurement institutions 
(ii) improving the efficiency and transparency of the country’s public procurement system 
(iii) enhancing the compliance of the national procurement system with international quality standards

The importance that the European Union grants to assisting developing countries in building efficient, fair 
and sustainable tax systems and administrations was highlighted in the 2010 Communication entitled ‘Tax 
and Development – Cooperation with Developing Countries on Promoting Good Governance in Tax Matters’. 
Supporting The Gambia’s revenue administration reforms is an activity perfectly in line with this policy.

eU  support to the Public Finance Management  
& Public Procurement in the Gambia
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In 2000, the world committed itself to working towards the realisation of a set of goals called the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs). The goalpost is 2015. But, with two years to this goalpost, signals show that many countries are failing 
to achieve some critical MDGs, among which is MDG 1, eradicating hunger and extreme poverty. The Gambia is among 
these countries.

Having realised this shortfall, the European Union came up with a plan to build the capacity of Africa, Caribbean and 
Pacific (ACP) countries to accelerate the realisation of some critical MDGs. A call for proposal was then launched by 
the EU for all ACP countries to submit proposals on these MDGs based on their priorities. It was a competition. For the 
Gambia, the choice was obvious: MDG 1c. 

Project: Improving food security through crop production 
intensification and school feeding programme 
(MDG Initiative)
The specific objectives are:
• Increasing household food security and income 

of participating farmers through enhanced crop 
productivity and reduction of post-harvest losses.

• Enhancing nutritional status of targeted school 
children (pre-primary and primary schools) through 
school feeding programme.

total Amount: €7.6M
Date: 2012 – 2015
Zones: North Bank Region, Central River Region, Upper 
River Region, Lower River Region
Beneficiaries: 9,000 farmers and 42,000 school children 
in 218 schools
Partners: Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Basic & 
Secondary Education, National Agricultural Research 
Institute (NARI), World Food Programme (WFP)

Activities:
• Production enhancement: Rehabilitation of 

irrigation schemes identified sites, capacity building 
of producers in water management, support for 
actors in the seed value chain process and access 
to markets.

• school Feeding Programme and Marketing: 
Distribution of nutritious school meals to all targeted 
children, support for entrepreneurial capacity of 
producer groups and cooperatives.

• Project Coordination: Coordination, Monitoring 
and Evaluation.

• The School Feeding Programme under  the 
responsibility of the WFP was launched in 2012.

aGriCuLTure, FooD seCuriTy 
& enVironMenT 

 

eu-MDG iniTiaTiVe

Beneficiaries of the EU funded school feeding programme 
implemented by WFP  

Kitchen for the preparation of school meals
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The €5.3 M (GMD210M) project, implemented by the 
World Bank, is funded by the EU’s Food Facility, in 
response to the growing food security problems faced 
by many developing countries.

In 2012, The Gambia Emergency Agricultural 
Production Project (GEAPP) handed over 23 seed 
stores and farming implements (power tillers) to 
Farmers in the North, Lower River and West Coast 
regions of The Gambia. The project is aimed at 
(i) providing inputs (improved seeds, fertilizer and 
small equipment) to smallholder farmers and farmer 
groups, (ii) improving post-harvest storage capacity 
through the rehabilitation of village-level grain and 
seed storage facilities, and (iii) laying the foundation 
for a farmer-based seed multiplication system through 
the rehabilitation of seed multiplication centres. The 
farming inputs and seed storage facilities will enhance 
the livelihood of the farmers by boosting productivity 
and thus ensuring food security and alleviating poverty.

The project, implemented by the World Food 
Programme (WFP), addresses two main 
components: i) the School Feeding Programme in 
Urban areas, in order to create food safety nets via 
the extension of WFP’s school feeding program to 
cover also urban areas; ii) setting up a Vulnerability 
Assessing Monitoring system country wide. 
The latter addresses prioritisation of donor and 
government interventions through the establishment 
of key indicators and the provision of a baseline 
knowledge on food insecurity and vulnerability 
issues at household, community and national level; 
enabling improved and better targeted country-
wide responses.  The project was implemented in 
Regions 1 and 2 West from December 2009 to July 
2012, following an extension.

Gambia emergency Agricultural Production Project (GeAPP)
Beneficiaries: 43,000 farmers (communities of 230,000 people)

Vulnerability identification and targeted urban food for education project
Beneficiaries: 73,000 school children in 73 schools of urban areas

Power tillers supplied to farmers to enhance food production 
under the GEAPP funded by EU and implemented by WB

EU funded food items for the school feeding programme 
implemented by WFP 
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The Gambia was severely hit by drought in 2011/12 resulting in both an important decline of local cereal production 
and hikes in staple cereal prices on local markets. The local cereal production in 2011/12 was 70% as compared to 
2010/2011 and was 20% below the five-year average for The Gambia which was considered as the worst deficit for 
years.

March 2012 detailed post-harvest assessment out of the est. 1.85 million inhabitants, 520,000 people in rural areas 
were found to be seriously affected by poor harvests (28%), out of which 206,000 living in the 19 most affected districts 
(out of 39) were estimated to be in need of assistance by WFP.
  

eU funds mobilised in response to this food crisis, were channelled through the World Food Programme in the 
Gambia, as part of the Un emergency Response to the 2011-2012 crop failure. they are part of an overall eU 
humanitarian response to the sahel region of €337M.

aGriCuLTure, FooD seCuriTy 
& enVironMenT
response To saheL Crisis

Project: Response to the 2011-2012 crop failure in The 
Gambia
total Amount: €1.5M
Zones: 19 districts severely hit by the crop failure
Beneficiaries: 138,000 persons affected by food crisis 
Partners: Ministry of Finance & Economic Affairs, Ministry 
of Agriculture, National Disaster Management Agency, 
World Food Programme, and other stakeholders of the 
cooperation

Activities: 
• The Government of The Gambia, in collaboration 

with the EU mobilized funding for emergency food 
distributions which were implemented by the World 
Food Program together with NDMA in April. The 
amount of GMD14.6M (€365,000) was part of the rapid 
response to the food crisis in The Gambia. The funds 
were used, through the WFP to purchase 1,300 tons 
of food and were focused on the country’s 19 most 
vulnerable districts, notably the Central River Region. 
The funds were counterpart funds from the STABEX 
scheme, which was originally designed to compensate 
ACP countries for falls in exports. WFP purchased 
and distributed over 386 metric tons of micronutrient 
fortified vegetable oil to feed 206,000 people for two 
months and provided supplementary blanket feeding to 
25,000 children at risk of malnutrition for three months.

• ECHO, the EU Humanitarian Office provided 
funds (€1.1M) which were used to finance 
the transportation of 5,000 metric tonnes of 
rice donated by Brazil which fed over 138,000 
beneficiaries for ninety days.
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The European Union’s intervention on climate change adaptation in The Gambia is financed through its Global Climate 
Change Alliance (GCCA). The GCCA aims to strengthen dialogue and cooperation on climate change between the 
EU and the developing countries most vulnerable to climate change. It provides technical and financial support to help 
these countries integrate climate change into their development policies and budgets, and to implement adaptation 
and mitigation measures. The cooperation also facilitates policy dialogue and exchange of experiences between the 
EU and its partner countries.

Project: Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA) support 
project to The Gambia for integrated coastal zone 
management and the mainstreaming of climate change.
The overall objective of the project is to contribute to the 
capability of the government and people of The Gambia to 
adapt to increased climate variability and change.
The specific objectives are: (i) to strengthen national level 
capacity to plan for and respond to climate change impacts 
in coastal areas, and (ii) to contribute to mainstreaming 
climate change into development planning. 
total Amount: €3.8M
Date: 2012 - 2016
Zones: Component 1:  Coastal zones of The Gambia
 Component 2:  National
Partners: Ministry of Forestry and Environment, 
Department of Water Resources, National Environment 
Agency (NEA), National Disaster Management Agency 
(NDMA), Gambia Tourism Authority, Department of 
Physical Planning, Ministry of Works, Construction and 
Infrastructure, Department of Geology, National Climate 
Committee (NCC), Civil society and Private sector.

Activities: The project is divided into two complementary 
components, addressing each of the two objectives 
respectively.

• Component 1 - on coastal adaptation to climate 
change – will define and establish a participatory 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) process 
for the country, focusing on coastal adaptation. This 
process will produce, inter alia, a vision and objectives 
for the coastal area, leading to the identification 
of strategic options, supported by a vulnerability 
assessment and feasibility study. Training, capacity 
building and awareness raising activities for coastal 
management will also take place, including the 
development of a geographical information system 
for coastal monitoring. Options for developing viable 
alternatives to sand mining from coastal areas will 
be specifically explored as part of the project, and 
demonstration and research projects for coastal 
adaptation will be supported through grants.

• Component 2 – on mainstreaming of climate 
change into development – an independent 
institutional analysis will be carried out to identify 
an adequate institutional architecture for climate 
change in The Gambia. The results of such 
analysis will serve as the basis to generate a 
common understanding for the definition of inter-
institutional coordination mechanisms to trigger 
the preparation of a National Climate Change 
Policy. Support to the policy making process 
will be accompanied by specific studies/analysis 
and by training and capacity building.

The effects of coastal erosion  along the beaches in 
The Gambia

aGriCuLTure, FooD seCuriTy 
& enVironMenT

CLiMaTe ChanGe
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oTher CooperaTion

The EU operations in The Gambia continue to support the various capacity building in key areas of Gambia’s 
Development Agenda as postulated in the cooperation through the Technical Cooperation Facility. This Facility 
tends to support, in all phases of the cycle of operations, the effective design, implementation and monitoring 
of projects and programmes funded under the aegis of the EDF and other EU funds. The overall objective is 
to contribute to the effective implementation of The Gambia’s development strategy through the successful 
implementation of EU funded projects.

The EU is one of the major donors in the Gambia. 
It provides funding through different instruments. 
The main instrument is its Bilateral Development 
Cooperation with partner countries and regions 
in the ACP in accordance with the Cotonou 
Agreement which was signed in 2000 and 
subsequently revised in 2005 (Luxembourg) and 
2010 (Ouagadougou). Under the Development 
Cooperation Instrument and in the context of 
the EU Multiannual Financial Framework, a 
five year programme cycle is set out. The 10th 
EDF Programme for the period 2008 - 2013 is 
coming to an end.The EU in consultation with 
partner countries is preparing for the next cycle 
of programmes for the period 2014- 2020. The 
context of the new programming will be based on 
the new EU development policy as laid down in 
the Agenda for Change communication.

In June 2012, the NAO Support Unit held a 
series of consultative sessions with the various 
stakeholders from different sectors of the 
economy in order to identify sectors that could be 
focal areas in the 11th EDF. The consultations with 
Government authorities and key stakeholders 
including civil society will continue in 2013.

PRoGRAMMInG oF tHe 11tH eDFProject: Technical Cooperation Facility
total Amount: €5M
Date:31/11/12
Zones: National
Beneficiaries: 138,000 persons affected by food crisis 
Partners: Ministry of Finance & Economic Affairs,NAO 
Support Unit, National Roads Authority (NRA), and 
other key stakeholders of the cooperation

Activities: 
• Feeder roads study
• A consultancy for the preparation of the ‘Drainage, 

Sanitation and Waste Management interventions 
for Flood prevention in The Gambia’ project

• Project Evaluations and Financial  audits
• Funding of the NAO Support Unit’s operations 

whose basic functions are to support the 
programming of EDF interventions, support and 
coordinate the implementation of other EDF 
projects, ensuring compliance to EDF procedures, 
enhance dialogue and coordination among 
relevant stakeholders to ensure consistency of 
EU interventions with government’s development 
agenda, promote the visibility of  related activities 
under The Gambia-EU Cooperation.
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eU CALL FoR PRoPosALs 2012

The global calls for proposals listed below were launched centrally from Brussels. Beneficiaries 
either from countries all around the world or from a particular region, for example from all 
over Africa, are eligible to apply. the themes of the call for proposals address issues related 
to culture, democracy, human rights and violence against children. the calls for proposals 
are generally published in the monthly Gambia- eU Cooperation newsletter and eU websites 
provide guidelines for application that must be strictly followed. As a rule, applicants submit 
concept notes which must be evaluated prior to selection. only those candidates whose 
concept notes meet the evaluation criteria are able to move on to the next stage of proposal 
writing.

ACP secretariat, october 2012: ACP cultures +

The Secretariat of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP Secretariat) sought 
proposals for cultural cooperation projects at intra-ACP wide level to (i) reinforce the creation and 
production of cultural goods and services in the ACP States in an integrated approach with distribution 
circuits; (ii) improve access of ACP cultural goods and services to local, regional, intra-ACP, 
European and international markets; (iii) strengthen capacities of cultural stakeholders, operators and 
entrepreneurs in the ACP States; (iv) help improve the regulatory environment of the culture sector 
in ACP States.

european Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (eIDHR), october 2012:  Human Rights 
and Freedoms.

The overall objective of this call for proposals is to enhance the respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in countries and situations where they are most at risk and where human rights 
defenders and civil society organizations work under severe constraints and are most under pressure.

The specific objective of this call is to provide direct support and protection to human rights defenders 
and to reinforce their capacities to do their work in the short and long-term, as well as to provide 
tangible support and means of action to local civil society in the promotion of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in some of the world’s most difficult, dangerous and unpredictable political 
situations and/or where they are the most vulnerable and threatened.

Investing in People (Development Cooperation Instrument, DCI), December 2012: Actions for 
child protection. 

The global objective of this Call for Proposals is to contribute to the eradication of all sorts of violence 
against children.

Investing in People (DCI): Culture as vehicle for democracy and economic growth.

The linkages between economic growth, democracy and cultural values are established. The overall 
objective for the call is to support culture as a vector of democratization, diversity and socio-economic 
development.



UK
 

Projects/sectors Amounts 
(£)

Description of Intervention

Child Protection Alliance 5,000
•	 15 law enforcers equipped with skills and 

techniques to detect child sexual exploita-
tion

•	 15 Department of Social Welfare staff 
trained in the operation of child helpline

•	 25 tourism stakeholders trained in tourism 
code of conduct, Children’s Act 2005 and 
legal frameworks relating to children

•	 20 religious leaders trained on child protec-
tion

Female Lawyers Association of 
the Gambia (FLAG)

5,000
•	 Training of 10 Female Lawyers with Sharia 

Law qualifications to enable them to act in 
front of the Cadi courts

•	 Training manual produced on Sharia law 
and procedures of the Cadi court to be 
distributed to FLAG members

•	 Pay for 10 pro-bono cases

Riders for Health 5,000
•	 Build a training/resource centre in Riders 

for Health HQ in Kanifing to enable 
engineers to adequately fix / maintain 
ambulances and medical vehicles.  (The 
organisation maintains the Government’s 
health care vehicles)

eU MeMBeR stAte CooPeRAtIon
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Fort Bullen 5,000
•	 Construction of a museum at Fort Bul-

len in Barra to document the UK’s role in 
the abolishment of the West African slave 
trade.  This will create local employment 
opportunities for the surrounding communi-
ties and enable school children to visit a 
new museum.

Wide open Walls 4,100
•	 Funding of UK street artists to visit The 

Gambia and engage with local communities 
and Gambian artists.  Creation of art works 
in Gambian communities and creation of 
murals for British High Commission walls to 
celebrate 2012 Diamond Jubilee.    

Concern Universal 4,300
•	 To train 170 women in farming and mar-

keting techniques to increase the volume 
of high quality horticultural products and 
potential for women’s income generation in 
the west coast region

Mental Health Leadership and 
Advocacy Programme (MHLAP) 
in conjunction with World Health 
organisation (WHo) Gambia 

4,900
•	 30 nurses trained to become mental well-

being support workers 

Conscience International 1,700
•	  Empowering 100 women through literacy 

and numeracy workshops.   

* BHC has £35,000 for FY 2012-2013, £35,000 has been allocated and £30,100 spent.  

eU MeMBeR stAte CooPeRAtIon



Projects/sectors Amounts (€) Description of Interventions

training for 
employment

3,151,128 •	 Expansion and rehabilitation of the School of Hospitality 
Training Institute

•	 Provision of the state -of -the art equipment for the Gambia 
Hospitality Institute

•	 Strengthening the mechanisms of integration of women in 
post-extractive fishing communities in Gambia

Health & 
sanitation

2,217,990 •	 General Convention for West Africa with performances in 
Child Protection, Health, with special attention to water and 
sanitation, food security and income generating activities in 
Senegal, Mali, Guinea-Bissau and The Gambia

•	 The Gambia intervention aims to improve the socio-economic, 
health and hygiene and community organizations in 10 
Villages in Upper River Region with a holistic approach that 
affects the area of strengthening communities in participatory 
processes, health, water & sanitation & food security

•	 Improve access to safe drinking water, sanitation, health and 
hygiene habits of 5 Villages in Central River Region

•	 Food safety training, maternal and child nutrition holders, 
guarantors and RIGHT TO FOOD IN Upper River Region 

•	 Construction of a new Children’s Nutrition Centre in Soma, 
LRR

Gender 415,000 •	 Strengthening national health policies of  Gambia through 
the transfer of knowledge generation and diffusion for the 
eradication of FGM

•	 Women´s empowerment through microfinance

Microfinance 128,100 •	 Pilot project on Mobile Banking as an efficient alternative to 
the expansion of microfinance as a tool for income generation 
and poverty reduction in The Gambia

Rural 
Development & 
Food security

6,418,550 •	 Contribution to food security and environmental governance in 
Senegal, Guinea-Bissau and The Gambia (regional action)

•	 Contribution to the West Africa Agricultural Productivity 
Programme through the WB and Ecowas Fund Global Food 
Response Programme 

•	 Emergency assistance to crop failure situation 2012

Governance 250,000 •	 Decrease of illegal migration through training and skills 
development, job creation and youth counselling.

*  Total commitments is €12,580,768

sPAIn

eU MeMBeR stAte CooPeRAtIon
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s/n Project/Activity Description of Activity Date

1 Governance Project Signing Ceremony of the Governance Project at the 
Ministry of Finance - NAO & EU Chargée d’Affaires

January 2012

2 Global Climate Change 
Alliance Project (GCCA) 

Signature of the project’s Financing Agreement 
between the EU and The Gambia

February 2012

3 Non-State Actors 
Strengthening 
Programme(NSA)

NGO Week Celebration - Raising awareness on the 
role &  contribution of NSA’s to National Development

February 2012

4 Non-State Actors 
Strengthening Programme

Women in Governance Conference February 2012

5 Transport Sector Support 
Programme

Start of the reconstruction works on Basse/Velingra March 2012

6 Agriculture/Food Crisis WFP& Government of The Gambia signed an MOU 
for rapid response to the food crisis. GMD14.6M of 
STABEX counterpart funds enabled WFP to purchase 
386 metric tons of micronutrient fortified vegetable oil, 
enough to feed 206,000 people for two months and 
provide supplementary blanket feeding to 25,000 
children at risk of malnutrition for three months

April 2012

7 11thEDF Programming  
Consultations

The European Union Delegation in The Gambia 
convened a meeting with the NAO services in order 
to discuss and reach a common understanding for the 
programming process

June 2012

8 11thEDF Programming-
NAO’s Consultations with 
line Ministries, Departments, 
Agencies and other 
stakeholders

NAO Services engaged stakeholders from the 
sectors identified in order to solicit their inputs for 
the development of a document  as per the sectors 
identified by the NAO for possible funding in the 11th 
EDF programme cycle

June 2012

9 PAGE - Investment& 
Resource Mobilisation Forum

The EU Ambassador to Senegal & The Gambia, 
Mme Dominique Dellicour, and development partners 
participated in the Government’s forum on resource 
mobilisation and investment for the Programme for 
Accelerated Growth & Employment (2012-2015).

July 2012

ChronoLoGy oF MaJor 
aCTiViTies in 2012

CooperaTion
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10 Justice Experts’ Mission to 
The Gambia

Four Justice Experts spent six weeks in the country 
meeting key stakeholders in the Judicial sector

July2012

11 NAO Support Unit launch its 
website

New website that provides information to the public 
about the activities of the cooperation

July 2012

12 Feeder Roads Project The service contract for the feeder roads study 
was signed between the Contracting Authority & IT 
Transport. The project involves the development of 
feeder roads network, Axle load control and capacity 
building

August 2012

13 ECHO/UN emergency 
Response to the 2011-2012 
crop failure

EU provided through ECHO over GMD 60 Million 
to help the country through the current food crisis. 
This was used to support the import of 5,000MT of 
rice donated by Brazil and distributed through WFP 
operations

September 
2012

14 11th EDF Programming The EUD met with the NAO and NAOSU to discuss 
the Analysis Paper produced by the EUD on Gambia’s 
National Development Plans, the choice of sectors, 
proposal for programming both within and beyond the 
PAGE period, and the stakeholder consultations and 
meetings that took place

September 
2012

15 Media Experts’ Mission to The 
Gambia

The mission allowed the experts to carry out 
important preparatory work for the “Journalists and 
Media” component of The Gambia- EU Governance 
Programme, which seeks to support the Government 
and the media to work jointly to keep Gambians 
informed of the developments in the country

October 2012

16 Global Climate Change 
Alliance Project (GCCA)

Launch of the tendering process to procure the 
technical assistance to implement the programme

October 2012

17 Drainage, Sanitation & Waste 
Management Project

The Republic of The Gambia and the European 
Union have signed a €1.9 million Drainage, Sanitation 
& Waste Management Project. The proposed 
interventions of the project will focus on improving and 
rehabilitating the drainage system, upgrade of fences, 
removal of waste dump sites, new earth ditches, and 
new improved pit latrines. The project will focus on 7 
locations, Banjul, Barra, Bundung, Brikama, Soma, 
Bansang and Basse, corresponding to areas of high 
density of population where the impact of the flooding 
was most severe.

December 
2012

18 eU’s MIeUX  Programme
The GoTG, Ministry of Interior / Gambia Bureau of 
Statistics (GBOS) received  assistance from the 
MIEUX programme to analyse and publish migration 
statistics collected during a 2009 survey. These 
statistics will underpin the Gambia’s ability to better 
plan across various sectors where migration has an 
impact, for example in budgetary planning for the 
provision of social services for victims of trafficking, 
stranded migrants, or in terms of assessing the number 
of people migrating to and from The Gambia for work.

December 
2012



1 International Women’s 
Day

Celebration of International Women’s Day including a joint EU-UN 
event at Ndemban Village, and an evening event hosted by the 
EU focusing on the issue of FGM

March 2012

2 eU Day Celebrations
EU Chargée d’Affaires & Minister of Finance gave speeches to 
mark Europe Day celebrations May 2012

3 Annual Cooperation 
Report

The first ever joint Annual Cooperation Report was published and 
distributed widely to key stakeholder  institutions May 2012

4 Article 8 Political 
Dialogue

The seventh “Article 8” political dialogue session took place 
between The Gambia and the EU June 2012

5 Ratification of the ACP-
Cotonou Partnership 
Agreement

The members of the National Assembly ratified the ACP-Cotonou 
Partnership Agreement. The motion was presented to the deputies 
by the Hon. Minister of Finance & Economic Affairs, Mr. Abdou 
Kolley

September 2012

6 Value Added tax(VAt) 
workshop

The EU Delegation together with the Gambia Revenue Authority 
(GRA) organised a workshop on the introduction of VAT in The 
Gambia. The workshop allowed the provision of timely information 
to EU businesses and their Gambian counterparts on the details 
of this important reform, for which implementation is foreseen from 
1st January 2013

November 2012

7 International Day for the 
elimination of Violence 
against Women

EU and UN jointly organize a round table event with panel 
speakers from civil society (FLAG, WANEP and GAMCOTRAP) 
and the Government’s Women’s Bureau

November 2012

8 eU nobel Peace Prize
The EU Delegation in The Gambia celebrated the awarding of the 
2012 Nobel Peace Prize to the European Union. The event was 
graced by diplomatic representatives and Government members

December 2012

PoLItICAL    DIALoGUe
The seventh “Article 8” political dialogue session took place between The Gambia and the EU on 6th June, 2012. 
“Article 8” refers to the political dimension of the Cotonou Agreement, the legal framework agreement covering political, 
development and trade relations between the EU and African, Caribbean and Pacific countries, of which The Gambia 
is a signatory. The dialogue, organised twice a year, offers a platform for consultations over a broad range of issues of 
mutual interest, such as political and economic developments both in the EU and the Gambia, governance and human 
rights issues, regional issues and development cooperation”. 

It is co-presided by the Minister of Foreign Affairs on the Gambian side and the British High Commissioner, representing 
the EU Presidency on the other side. The Minister of Foreign Affairs is accompanied by a wide array of Cabinet 
members, representing all the areas of activities which are foreseen on the agenda, which is agreed between both 
parties ahead of the meeting. A number of Ambassadors accredited to the Gambia, but residing in Senegal attend the 
meeting on a regular basis. 

ChronoLoGy oF MaJor 
aCTiViTies in 2012
poLiTiCaL & CoMMuniCaTion
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A Partnership for Sustainable
Socio-Economic and Political Development

The EU remains the leading development 
partner to The Government of the Gambia. The 
European Union as a whole (Member States plus 
European  Commission) is the biggest donor of 
official development aid worldwide. In 2012, it 
provided €53.8 billion (more than 50% of global 
aid). The European Union is responsible for 
the management of  €11 billion of aid per year, 
ranking it in second place among donors globally.

the Gambia - eU Cooperation
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PICtoRIAL DIsPLAy 
of our events and project activities
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